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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Bourne  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Tipler  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  tenth  Annual  Report  on  the  Vital  Statistics, 
Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Urban  District. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  in  acres  10,103 
Population  - Census  19&1  5,339 
Population  - Registrar  General's  Estimate  19^4  5,510 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  1,882 
Rateable  Value  £149,492 
Sum  represented  by  a Id  rate  £594 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Extract  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  19 64. 

Note  Birth  and  Death  Rates. 

As  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas  materially  affects  both 
the  Birth  and  Death  rates  of  these  areas,  comparability  factors  allowing  for  this  are  issued 
by  the  Registrar  General  for  each  Local  Government  Unit.  These  factors  may  be  used  for 
calculating  what  are  termed  in  this  Report  as  Nett  Rates  and  fairer  comparisons  are  obtained 
if  the  latter  are  used  when  comparing  rates  with  those  of  any  other  area  (when  these  have 
been  similarly  adjusted)  or  with  rates  for  the  Country  as  a whole. 

These  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  in  respect  of  Bourne  U.D.  are  1.00  and  1.00 
respectively.  The  corresponding  figures  when  multiplied  by  the  Crude  Rate  (that  is,  for 
Births  or  Deaths  as  the  case  may  be)  will  give  the  Nett  Rate. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births 

52 

59 

111 

Legitimate 

52 

59 

111 

Illegitimate 

Crude  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 

Nett  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births 

20.15 

20.15 

18.4 

Nil 

1 


Male 


Total 


Still  "births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Total  Live  and  Still  Births 


Deaths 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Nett  death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Infant  Mortality  (i.e.  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year:) 


Total  Number  of  deaths 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 

Neo-natal  deaths  (i.e.  deaths  of  infants 
under  4 weeks  of  age) : 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


Early  neo-natal  deaths  (i.e.  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  week) : 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Perinatal  mortality  rate  (i.e.  still-births  and  dea.ths 

under  one  week)  combined  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Causes  of  Death  under  one  year  of  age:-  The  early  neo-natal  death 

i.e.  death  of  an  infant  under  one  week  was  a male  child  aged  2 days 

and  the  cause  was;-  _ , . , , ... . „ . 

Prematurity  and  Atelectasis 


Male 

26 


Male 

1 

1 


Male 

1 


Male 

1 


Maternal  mortality  (i.e.  death  due  to  pregnancy  and  childbirth  or  abortion) 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


Female 


Female 

37 


Female 


Female 


Female 


Nil 

16.3 
111 

Total 

63 

11.43 

11.43 

11.3 


Total 

1 

1 


9.01 

20.0 

9.01 


Nil 

Total 

1 

9.01 

34.2 

Total 


1 

9.01 

9.01 

30.8 


Nil 

0.28 
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The  birth  rate  at  20.15  was  nearly  two  per  thousand  more  than  the  average  for  the  Country, 
which  at  18.4  was  the  highest  national  figure  since  the  last  war. 

The  death  rate  at  11,43  approximated  very  closely  to  the  National  experience  of  11.3  per 
thousand.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  more  than  half  52  per  cent.,  of  those  who  died  were 
aged  75  years  and  older. 

The  natural  increase,  that  is  the  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths,  was  forty-eight,  a 
big  improvement  on  1963  when  the  corresponding  figure  was  twenty-four  and  in  1962  when  it  was 
ten.  This  upward  trend  augers  well  but  it  throws  a challenge  at  the  feet  of  the  planners  to 
try  and  encourage  work  within  the  town  to  meet  the  eventual  needs  of  these  youngsters,  so  that 
they  have  not  to  emigrate  in  pursuit  of  employment. 

The  figure  for  infantile  mortality  this  year  was  9.01  compared  with  the  national  one  of  20.0 
which  for  the  tenth  successive  year  was  the  lowest  ever  previously  recorded.  This  bears  eloquent 
tribute  to  the  painstaking  care  and  skill  which  are  devoted  to  the  expectant  mother  and  her  child 
by  her  professional  attendants  and  the  high  standard  of  child  care  which  now  prevails.  However, 
lest  we  fall  into  complacency,  it  should  be  realised  that  in  Scandanavian  and  certain  other  highly 
developed  countries,  the  figure  runs  around  the  fifteen  mark. 

It  must  be  realised  however,  that  all  the  local  statistics  have  limited  meaning  as  with  the 
small  numbers  with  which  we  are  dealing,  a small  alteration  in  these  given  rise  to  a very  big 
variation  in  the  rate. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  comparability  factors,  both  for  deaths  and  births,  given  by  the 
Registrar  General  are  unity.  This  means  in  effect  that  the  composition  of  Bourne's  population 
for  age  and  sex  is  estimated  to  be  exactly  that  of  the  Country  as  a whole. 

Cardio-vascular  diseases  (3l)  were  as  usual,  the  most  common  cause  of  death  and  of  these, 
forty  per  cent,  were  due  to  coronary  disease.  Whilst  all  the  factors  leading  to  the  high  incidence 
of  this  vascular  catastrophe  are  not  yet  unravelled,  it  is  certainly  advisable  to  avoid  over-weight 
inadequate  and  inappropriate  exercise  and  unnecessary  worries. 

Malignant  growths  were  second  (13)  in  the  roll  of  death  and  of  these  two  were  due  to  cancer 
of  the  lung.  While  this  shows  a drop  this  year  on  the  six  of  the  previous  one,  the  national  figure 
for  deaths  from  this  cause  showed  a rise  again  this  year  to  almost  25,000(  twenty-five  thousand) . 

I used  to  think  there  was  a great  fear  of  cancer  but  this  is  an  emotion  not  shared  by 
cigarette  smokers  apparently;  this  must  be  the  one  and  only  real  benefit  conferred  by  this 
dangerous  pastime  - except  of  course  to  the  Treasury.  It  is  quite  incomprehensible  that  there 
should  be  such  emotional  outbursts  on  the  6,500  killed  on  the  roads,  lamentable  though  these  are, 
and  so  little  on  the  25,000  toll  of  death  from  this  largely  preventable  one. 

The  respiratory  group  of  diseases  accounted  for  eight  and  of  these  a third  were  due  to 
Bronchitis.  This  disease  is  practically  unknown  on  the  Continent  where  it  is  called  "The  English 
Disease".  In  this  country  it  is  the  third  most  common  cause  of  death  in  men  over  the  age  of 
thirty.  It  also  causes  the  loss  of  29  million  working  days  every  year.  The  sum  total  of  the 
deaths  and  disability  which  it  causes  together  with  this  economic  loss  is  appauling.  There  are 
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Cause  of  Death 


Sex 


Diabetes 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
j Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 
Other  Malignant  and.  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  I 
Bronchitis 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Pneumonia 

i 

Other  defined  and  ill -defined  diseases  ; 
Suicide 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  j 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH 
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three  main  factors  in  its  causation,  first  is  infection,  which  with  antibiotics  is  usually  quickly 
controlled,  second  is  air  pollution,  which  in  this  area  is  minimal.  This  throws  the  major  charge 
on  the  third  factor  which  is  cigarette  smoking.  Another  very  serious  charge  is  thus  laid  at  the 
door  of  this  habit. 

The  suicide  rate  throughout  the  Country  has  been  rising  steadily  of  recent  years  and  has  now 
risen  to  the  century's  peak  reached  in  the  mid  thirties  at  the  height  of  the  depression.  Is  there 
a social  lesson  to  be  learnt  from  this?  Bourne,  unfortunately  added  to  this  sum  of  human  misery 
by  the  self  inflicted  death  of  a man  of  31  years  who  shot  himself  and  another  of  50  years  who  had 
recoursed  to  the  domestic  gas  supply.  The  umbrella  of  the  welfare  state  leaks  badly  in  places. 

HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

Nursing  in  the  Hone. 

Under  the  County  Council  scheme  there  are  two  District  Nurses  who  serve  devotedly  the  Bourne 
Community  and  parts  of  the  adjoining  area. 

Home  Helps  and  Welfare  Food  Services  - Local  Secretary.  Mrs,  G-,  Watts. 

Home  Helps  are  made  available  in  approved  cases.  The  local  headquarters  are  situated  at  the 
North  Street  Welfare  Clinic  and  are  open  as  follows 

Mondays  and  Y/ednesdays  - 9.30  a.m.  - 12.30  p.n.  & 2.00  p.m.  - 4.30  p.m. 

Thursdays  - 10.00  a.m.  - 12.30  p.m.  & 2.00  p.m.  - 4.30  p.m. 

Tuesdays  and  Fridays  - 2.00  p.m.  - 4.30  p.m. 

The  Home  Helps  provide  a wonderful  service  to  the  elderly  and  disabled,  the  problem  family  and 
the  mother  before  and  after  her  confinement.  It  would  be  almost  impossible  to  assess  what  they 
save  the  Hospital  and  Welfare  Services  financially  and  more  important,  the  humanitarian  blessings 
of  permitting  the  elderly  and  others  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  where  they  so  desperately  want 
to  be.  Nine  are  employed  full  time  for  work  in  the  Bourne  district. 

This  service  is  now  assisted  by  the  more  informal  "Good  Neighbour"  one.  If  one  person  is 
prepared  to  help  another  by  popping  in  and  attending  to  simple  wants  and  giving  other  items  of 

service,  she  may  be  paid  by  the  Local  Health  Authority,  according  to  the  extent  of  the  services 

she  renders.  It  must  be  stressed  that  the  accent  on  this  supplementary  service  is  informality. 

Health  Visiting. 

Under  the  County  Council  scheme,  one  full  time  Health  Visitor  covers  the  Urban  District  and 
part  of  the  Rural  District  of  South  Kesteven.  Her  duties  cover  the  welfare  of  the  whole  family 
and  especially  its  weaker  members,  the  under  fives,  the  physically  handicapped,  the  elderly  and 
the  socially  incompetent.  The  work  is  difficult  and  time  consuming  but  the  community  owes  her  a 
great  debt  in  the  prevention  of  ill  health  and  the  disintegration  of  the  problem  family. 

For  the  past  year  Miss  Hetherington,  the  Health  Visitor,  in  filling  the  Bourne  post,  has  also 

had  to  cover  in  her  special  capacity  the  two  vacant  similar  posts  in  the  South  Kesteven  Rural 

District  and  in  Stamford  Municipal  Borough  - an  impossible  assignment! 

Ambulance  Service . 

Two  ambulances  and  two  dual-purpose  vehicles  are  stationed  at  Bourne.  As  usual  all  the 


demands  made  upon  the  service  were  efficiently  met. 

Infant  Welfare  and  School  Clinic. 

The  School  Clinic  is  held  each  Thursday  morning  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  North  Street,  "but  as  in 
recent  years,  it  was  poorly  patronised,  except  for  the  purpose  of  Youth  Employment  and  other  special 
medical  examinations,  and  accordingly  infant  welfare  cases  are  now  seen  at  it  also.  The  regular 
Infant  Welfare  sessions  continue  to  be  held  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Thursday  afternoons  in  each  month  and 
the  average  attendance  at  these  cliniis  has  increased  during  the  year  to  a figure  of  51. 

Regular  Ophthalmic,  Physiotherapy  and  Speech  Therapy  sessions  are  also  held  at  these  same  premises 
for  children  up  to  school  leaving  age,  but  alas  there  is  no  sign  of  a dental  surgeon  appearing  to  carry 
on  the  school  dental  service. 

The  School  Health  Service  also  provides  a psychotherapy  clinic  at  the  Children's  Hostel  in  West 
Street  with  Dr.  V.  Holdway  in  charge. 

I would  like  again  to  thank  the  voluntary  workers  who  give  up  so  much  time  to  help  at  the  Clinic. 
They  are  engaged  in  the  sale  of  welfare  concessionary  foods,  helping  with  baby  weighing,  the  record 
keeping  and  generally  improving  the  social  side  of  the  Clinic,  which  culminate  in  the  Christmas  Party. 

Immunisation. 

Free  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis  immunisation  is  provided  by  the  family 
doctors  under  the  County  Council  scheme,  as  is  vaccination  against  Smallpox  also.  A small  number  made 
use  of  the  same  services  which  are  available  to  them  at  the  North  Street  Clinic. 

Mothercraft  and  Relaxation  Classes  for  Expectant  Mothers. 

During  the  year,  34  young  expectant  mothers  attended  these  classes  making  an  aggregate  attendance 
of  305.  They  were  mainly  referred  from  their  General  Practitioner  Obstetricians.  There  were  many 
expressions  of  appreciation  from  former  pupils  for  the  help  which  they  have  received.  During  the  year 
various  educational  films  were  shown  and  enjoyed.  As  well  as  educational,  these  meetings  are  made 
pleasant  social  occasions. 

Hospital  Services. 

These  are  provided  by  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board  who  control  the  Butterfield  Hospital 
and  the  Chest  Hospital.  St.  Peter's  Hospital  for  the  mentally  incapacitated  however,  comes  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board,  who  also  provide  all  the  mental  treatment  services 
for  this  area.  A clinic  for  diseases  of  the  chest  is  held  at  Bourne  Chest  Hospital  each  Thursday  by  Dr. 
Bernard  Rcyce,  Consultant  Chest  Physician. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Clinics  are  held  at  the  out-patients  department,  Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough  under  Dr.  N.A.  Ross. 

Mondays:  4.30  p.m.  to  6.30  p.m.  Tuesdays:  10.30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Males:-  Wednesdays:  5.30  p.m.  to  7.00  p.m.  Females:-  Thursdays:  4.30  p.m.  to  6.00  p.m. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  investigations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Peterborough 
under  the  control  of  Dr.  G-lencross.  The  assistance  and  co-operation  extended  to  us  throughout  the 
year  has  been  on  the  now  customarily  generous  scale  which  makes  our  control  work  so  much  easier. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  excluding  tuberculosis,  showed  a rise  on  the 
previous  year,  there  being  2 55  cases  compared  with  156  in  1963  and  78  in  1962.  This  increase  was 
due  very  largely  to  the  expected  biennial  outbreak  of  Measles,  The  feature  of  this  disease  was 
its  relative  severity  compared  with  similar  recent  visitations,  photophobia,  conjunctivitis  and 
ear  involvement  being  particularly  prevalent  concomitae. 

There  were  nine  cases  of  Dysentery  which  was  only  a tenth  of  the  incidence  in  the  outbreak 
of  1963  which  featured  so  largely  in  last  year's  report.  This  incidence,  however,  is  still 
reprehensible,  as  in  each  case  it  shows  a breakdown  in  personal  hygiene  which  could  and  should 
have  been  avoided.  The  cases  occured  sporadically  throughout  the  twelve  months.  I often  wonder 
why  more  toilet  flushes  in  public  places  and  in  the  home  are  not  foot  operated  which  would  reduce 
the  dangers  of  and  from  hand  contamination.  Fortunately  there  were  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning. 

Twenty  ~ six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  two  other  infections  due  to  the  streptococcal 
group  were  notified.  With  the  use  of  antibiotics  and  the  virtual  ending  of  contact  control  there 
is  now  little  one  can  do  in  these  cases  except  in  the  event  of  a member  of  the  household  being 
engaged  in  food  handling  or  midwifery.  „ 7 ^ 


Acute  Poliomyelitis  was  absent  from  the  town  for  the  fourteenth  successive  year.  Fnat  a 
wonderful  tribute  this  is  to  the  efficiency  of  the  poliomyelitis  vaccines  of  Salk  and  Sabin.  It 
is  extreme  folly  for  any  parent  to  neglect  having  their  children  protected  in  their  first  year 
and  again  on  entering  school.  Could  any  procedure  convey  more  lasting  benefits  and  it  is  all  so 
simple.  Unfortunately  when  the  spotlight  is  turned  on  the  Diphtheria  immunisation  programme  it 
is  found  that  the  response  is  not  so  satisfactory  as  is  desirable.  Bourne  has  now  had  seventeen 
years  of  immunity  from  the  disease  and  the  young  mothers  may  never  have  heard  of  a case  of  it 
much  less  met  one  and  this  inevitably  breeds  apathy.  It  must  be  reiterated  over  and  over  again 
that  this  priceless  freedom  had  to  be  fought  for  since  the  war  and  will  only  be  maintained  if 
all  ensure  that  the  defences  are  secured  by  having  every  child  immunised  in  the  first  and  fifth 
years.  Surely  this  is  not  too  much  to  ask  in  the  prevention  of  avoidable  crippling  injury  or 
death. 

At  the  same  time  as  protection  against  Diphtheria  is  given  it  is  now  practically  routine 
to  give  similar  cover  against  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus.  There  is  very  sanguine  hope  that  very 
shortly  to  this  can  be  added  the  simultaneous  benefit  of  protection  against  measles  also.  After 
this  year's  outbreak  of  the  latter,  this  would  indeed  be  a great  blessing  for  the  future. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  is  rarely  accepted  except  as  a necessary  evil  preparatory  to 
going  abroad.  When  a scare  happens , as  it  did  two  years  ago,  public  apathy  disappears  over-night 
and  the  "conscientious  objector"  stands  first  in  the  queue.  Why  wait  until  panic  precipitates 
them  through  the  surgery  door? 

All  new  personnel  of  the  Water  Board  destined  to  work  within  the  area  and  in  contact  with 
the  water  supplies  have  routine  Widal  tests  carried  out  on  appointment.  Similarly  all 
personnel  have  annual  urine  and  faeces  examinations  done  to  eliminate  as  far  as  possible,  all 
risks  of  water  contamination. 

Though  the  rat  population  was  high  during  the  later  part  of  the  year,  there  was  no  case 
of  Weils  Disease.  The  Council  continue  to  supply  all  their  workmen  at  occupational  risk  with 
a card  of  precautions  against  this  disease. 

Venereal  Disease. 

The  National  incidence  of  new  cases  of  venereal  disease  with  its  steady  rise,  must  give 
all  engaged  in  social  medicine  cause  for  alarm. 

This  year  the  figure  was  152,921  new  cases,  a rise  of  7,612  on  the  year  before. 

This  year  in  Bourne  there  were  six  new  cases  compared  with  ten  in  1963  suid  four  in  1962. 

One  of  the  six  was  a teenager. 

These  figures  proclaim  that  sexual  promiscuity  is  rife  and  it  is  indicative  furthermore 
that  self  discipline  and  self  restraint  are  low.  The  rejection  of  old  beliefs  and  religious 
teaching  have  created  a vacuum,  and  selfishness  and  self  indulgence  are  only  too  eager  to  fill 
it.  The  results  can  be  seen  in  society  to-day. 

Tuberculosis. 


There  was  one  new  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  a man  aged  44  years.  There  were  none  of  the 
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non-pulmonary  type  and  no  deaths  were  recorded  from  the  infection. 


It  hears  recording  again  that  the  harmonious  and  effective  liaison  which  has  been 
developed  between  the  Health  Visitor  and  the  staff  of  the  Bourne  Chest  Hospital  has  continued 
throughout  the  year.  The  interchange  of  information  on  cases  and  the  following  up  of  contacts 
and  defaulters,  has  greatly  increased  the  effectiveness  of  the  service  to  the  patient  and  his 
family  and  the  interest  of  the  work. 

The  B.C.G.  vaccination  scheme  now  in  its  fifth  year  was  continued.  All  children  aged 
thirteen  are  eligible  and  the  acceptance  rate  was  reasonably  satisfactory.  Eighty-four  were 
Heaf  tested  and  of  these  74  were  found  to  be  negative  and  were  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  The 
remaining  ten  positives  all  had  chest  X-rays  and  one  of  them  was  subsequently  found  to  have 
active  pulmonary  tubercle.  This  case  will  not  appear  however  in  this  years  statistics  but  in 
those  of  1965  for  the  Rural  District  as  she  lived  there,  though  attending  a Bourne  school. 

I would  like  to  thank  Dr.  Bernard  Royce,  Consultant  Chest  Physician  and  Mr.  Dunn, 
Radiographer  for  their  help  in  this  work. 

A visit  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  was  arranged  for  the  end  of  the  year  but  had  to  be 
postponed  until  the  summer  of  1965.  There  have  been  many  inquiries  for  it  during  the  year  which 
shows  an  unmet  public  interest  in  and  demand  for  its  services. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  responsibility  for  the  supply  and  distribution  of  water  is  that  of  the  South 
Lincolnshire  Water  Board  on  which  Bourne  is  represented  by  one  member. 

The  water  is  obtained  by  a 36  inch  and  a 13  inch  bore  from  the  Lincolnshire  Limestone  Water 
bearing  strata.  It  has  a characteristically  high  degree  of  total  hardness  and  contains  virtually 
no  fluorine. 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Cameron  Stobie,  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Board  for  the  following 
information  on  the  work  done  during  the  year  and  his  comment s:- 

"The  following  new  mains  were  laid:- 


West  Road,  Bourne 

86  yds. 

West  Road,  Bourne 

1,341  yds. 

20  yds. 

South  Street , Bourne  (Mains  Relay) 

460  yds. 

87  yds. 

Long  Drove,  South  Pen,  Bourne 

97  yds. 

Manning  Road,  Bourne 

64  yds. 

Mill  Drove,  Bourne 

60  yds. 

1,735  - 3"  diameter. 
4-80  - 4"  diameter. 


3” 

3" 

4" 

4" 

3" 

3" 

3” 

3" 
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Supplies  in  Bourne  Urban  District  were  good  at  all  tines, 
demmd being  adequately  met  by  source  works  at  Manning  Road, 

Bourne . 

Levels  at  this  source  were  the  lowest  ever  recorded,  but 
as  this  possibility  had  been  foreseen  and  the  submersible 
pumps  lowered  down  the  bore,  supplies  were  maintained.” 

The  water  consumption  during  the  year  was  81.475,000  gallons,  a figure  of  222,609  gallons  per 
day  or  just  over  40  gallons  per  head  per  day.  No  properties  are  supplied  from  a standpipe. 

Owing  to  the  extremely  low  water  levels,  the  pumps  occasionally  lifted  some  fine  sand  which 
could  be  seen  on  settlement  and  caused  consumer  concern.  Chemical  analysis  however  allayed  all 
anxiety  on  this  score. 

A typical  analysis  of  the  water  is  again  included  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

With  the  many  new  demands  for  water  mains  and  other  capital  works,  it  will  be  many  years 
before  an  artificially  fluoridated  water  supply,  with  its  undoubted  benefits,  can  be  realised. 

The  low  rain  fall  for  several  years  and  the  increased  run  - off  of  water  from  the  gathering 
grounds  have  prevented  the  adequate  replenishment  of  the  underground  reservoirs.  The  prodigal 
abstraction  rates  from  the  many  boreholes  used  privately  in  business,  horticulture  and  agriculture 
are  producing  a disquieting  situation.  The  Board's  decision  to  make  use  of  some  of  the  water 
running  to  waste  from  unsealed  bores  is  to  be  applauded.  In  future,  the  strictest  control  over 
the  use  of  this  national  heritage  and  vitally  important  asset  must  be  exercised,  otherwise  we  will 
be  in  dire  trouble. 

Remarks. (Table  on  opposite  page) 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
neutral  in  reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a 
negligible  trace  of  manganese.  The  water  is  very  hard  in 
character  though  not  excessively  so,  and  it  contains  no 
excess  of  mineral  constituents.  Organic  quality  is  very 
satisfactory. 

From  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis  these  results  are 
indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public 
supply  purposes  apart  from  the  objection  that  it  is  very 
hard  in  character. 
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It  was  agreed  in  1961  to  accept  fer  treatment  at  the  Bourne  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  the 
crude  sewage  arising  from  the  scheme  of  sewering  the  neighbouring  parishes  of  Morton  and  Haconby  to 
the  north  and  Thurlby  and  Northorpe  to  the  south.  By  the  end  of  the  year  all  was  ready  to  accept  it. 
To  accommodate  this  extra  sewage,  capacity  was  to  be  found  at  the  works  by  reducing  the  infiltration 
and  surface  water.  This  has  been  achieved  by  resewering  West  Street  and  West  Road  and  this  year  the 
Willoughby  Road  sewer  has  been  provided.  The  necessary  extensions  to  the  sewage  disposal  works 
themselves  is  to  start  in  1965  and-  this  has  been  given  priority  over  the  also  necessary  reaewering 
of  the  Abbey  Road  and  Eastgate  areas.  These  will  follow  later,  possibly  in  1966.  The  construction 
of  the  new  channel  to  divert  surface  water  from  the  Carr  Dyke  to  the  Bourne  Eau  has  not  yet 
started,  but  is  a sinequanon  for  the  acceptance  of  further  surface  water  consequent  upon  the 
separation  of  the  rain  water  and  foul  sewers  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 

The  swimming  bath  provided  by  the  Bourne  United  Charities  continues  to  be  a greatly  appreciated 
asset  to  the  town.  With  the  better  summer  there  was  increased  pressure  on  its  capacity  and  trouble 
with  the  bacteriology  resulted.  This  necessitated  the  closure  of  the  bath  on  two  occasions  - Whit 
week-end  and  at  August  Bank  holiday  time,  so  that  it  could  be  emptied,  scrubbed  and  refilled.  The 
chlorination  plant  also  underplayed  its  part.  It  is  accordingly  very  encouraging  to  hear  that  the 
Charity  Trustees  are  to  carry  out  extensive  modernisation  plans  including  new  amenities  and  a new 
sanitary  block.  When  completed  it  should  make  swimming  facilities  available  of  which  any  town 
could  be  proud.  Maybe  some  day  it  may  even  be  possible  to  heat  it. 

Water  samples  were  taken  from  the  baths  regularly  throughout  the  season  and  a close 
surveillance  was  kept  on  the  coli  count.  Breakpoint  chlorination  is  used  and  this  should  nr'w  be 
easily  maintained  by  the  newly  installed  chlorinating  plant  and  pump. 

The  Council  are  the  Burial  Authority  and  there  is  adequate  provision  of  burial  ground  for  the 
foreseeable  future.  There  were  k-2  burials  durihg  the  year.  The  nearest  crematorium  is  at  Marholm 
near  Peterborough  and  this  is  being  used  increasingly  as  an  alternative  to  interment.  Mortuary 
facilities  to  meet  emergencies  are  provided  at  St,  Peter’s  Hospital  in  association  with  the  South 
Kesteven  Rural  District  Council.  However  all  routine  calls  for  mortuary  facilities,  from  the 
Pathologist  and  the  Coroner  are  now  met  by  the  very  modern  Mortuary  at  Stamford  Hospital. 

Accordingly  the  local  one  was  only  used  on  ohe  occasion. 

A weekly  house  refuse  collection  service  is  given  and  disposal  is  by  a controlled  tipping 
system.  Just  when  the  useful  life  of  the  old  tip  was  nearing  its  close,  a chance  of  renting  a 
long  stretch  of  the  old  railway  cutting  materialised  and  a lease  was  negotiated.  This  will  give 
adequate  space  for  rubbish  disposal  for  many  years  ahead  and  resolves  for  this  authority  what  is 
rapidy  becoming  a nightmare  for  so  many  others  throughout  the  country. 

There  were  no  reported  cases  of  flea  or  bedbug  infestation  during  the  year. 

A case  of  Scabies  underlined  the  need  for  some  cleansing  centre  facilities  being  available 
to  meet  these  fortunately  rare  occurences  when  they  do  arise.  The  conditions  under  which  they 
arise  are  usually  the  last  in  which  satisfactory  treatment  can  be  carried  out. 

During  the  closing  months  of  the  year  as  in  so  many  other  areas , rats  were  very  prevalent. 

They  were  dealt  'with  efficiently  and  effectively  by  the  Rodent  Operator  and  heavy  infestations 
was  prevented.  It  is  disturbing  however  that  there  is  evidence  that  the  rat  population  may  be 


developing  an  immunity  to  WARFARIN  which  has  provided  such  an  effective  and  safe  rodenticide  in 
the  past.  No  victory  against  natural  pests  is  ever  complete. 

Litter  was  less  of  a problem  this  year  and  there  was  evidence  of  increased  civic  pride  in 
maintaining  the  cleanliness  of  the  town.  The  fact  that  Bourne  was  runner  up  in  the  Best  Kept 


Smell  Town  in  all  Lincolnshire,  speaks  for  itself. 

HOUSING- 

Number  of  Council  Houses  at  31st  December,  1964  552 

Number  of  Council  Houses  built  during  the  year  ended 

31st  December,  1964  2 

Number  of  Council  Houses  in  course  of  construction  at 

31st  December,  1964  16 

Number  of  Private  Houses  built  during  the  year  49 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  given  (Discretionary  and  Standard)  14 

Number  on  Waiting  List  for  Council  Houses  128 


During  the  year  only  two  Council  houses  were  built,  but  at  the  year's  end,  sixteen  were  in 
course  of  erection.  Private  enterprise  did  better  than  this  by  producing  49  in  the  same  period. 

The  Council  operates  a points  system  in  allocating  houses.  During  1964  three  applications 
were  received  for  priority  re-housing  on  the  grounds  of  ill-health.  A personal  visit  by  your 
Doctor  and  a full  investigation  into  the  circumstances  - medical,  environmental  and  social,  was 
carried  out  before  a recommendation  and  an  award  of  Health  Points  were  made.  In  this  way  it  is 
hoped  to  establish  the  precise  need  and  the  degree  of  urgency. 

The  Slum  Clearance  Programme  has  made  very  steady  progress  since  its  inception  in  late  1955, 
and  it  is  now  within  sight  of  completion.  Originally  108  houses  were  included  in  the  programme 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government;.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  all  these 
had  been  dealt  with  and  two  others  additional3.y , making  a total  of  110. 

Also  another  57  houses  which  could  have  been  regarded  as  potentially  "Clearance"  houses  have 
been  renovated  and  up-graded  by  their  owners,  and  no  longer  present  a problem. 

During  the  year  action  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  was  taken  on  six  unfit 
properties  compared  with  two  in  the  previous  year. 

The  Council  are  always  eager  to  persuade  the  owners  of  sub-standard  but  structually  sound 
properties  to  come  forward  with  schemes  for  modernisation  and  apply  for  Grant  Aid.  In  furtherance 
of  this  policy  8 Standard  and  6 Discretionary  Grants  were  awarded.  With  imaginative  plans,  many 
of  these  older  houses  are  made  equally  convenient  and  are  possessed  of  more  character  than  an 
equivalent  new  one  would  be  and  at  very  much  less  cost. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Waiting  List  for  Council  accommodation  showed  an  increase 
this  year  to  128.  It  was  109  in  1963  and  148  in  1962.  Of  these  128  no  fewer  than  48  want  elderly 
persons  bungalows  or  flats  - thirty  eight  per  cent,  of  the  total.  There  is  still  obviously  a 
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large  unmet  need  for  this  type  of  dwelling.  The  opening  of  the  16  Grouped  Flats  with  a Warden  in 
charge  was  imminent  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  it  will  mark  a big  step  forward  in  meeting  the  needs 
of  the  elderly,  the  frail  and  the  lonely,  all  of  whom  want  a little  place  of  their  own  and  yet  need 
the  friendly  but  vigilant  eye  of  the  residnnt  Warden  on  them. 

The  installation  of  background  heating,  which  the  individual  resident  can  vary,  yet  though 
possessed  of  an  economical  turn  of  mind,  cannot  reduce  below  a basic  minimum,  is  a very  enlightened 
feature  of  the  scheme.  The  dangers  of  Hypothermia  in  the  elderly  and  the  fatal  consequences  of  a 
cold  home  on  the  aged  who  no  longer  are  able  to  maintain  their  own  body  temperature  in  a cold 
environment  are  now  widely  appreciated.  This  is  the  humane  solution  to  these  dangers.  May  all  the 
future  residents  be  happy  and  blessed  in  their  new  surroundings. 

In  last  year’s  report  were  the  words  "The  elderly  are  particularly  liable  to  accidents  in  the 
home  and  in  all  too  many  cases  fatal  ones  at  that.  It  is  essential  that  this  fact  be  borne  in 
mind  by  all  responsible  for  erecting  buildings  for  them  and  furnishing  them,  so  that  the  risks  to 
life  and  limb  be  kept  minimal".  Cupboards  which  are  only  accessible  by  standing  on  a stool  or  chair 
were  included  in  that  care at. 

The  other  scheme  which  will  also  mark  a red  letter  day  in  the  calendor  of  help  to  the  elderly 
and  the  needy,  who  no  longer  are  able  to  lead  completely  independant  lives,  was  nearing  completion. 
This  is  the  residential  welfare  hostel  being  built  by  the  Kesteven  County  Council  at  Christopher's 
Lane  for  48  persons.  No  efforts  or  pains  have  been  spared  to  make  it  both  homely  and  comfortable  and 

it  will  be  a great  blessing  to  the  Community.  , . , 

which 

Of  the  140  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  last  year/were  without  hot  water  systems  a further  20 
have  now  had  this  very  necessary  want  installed.  There  still  remains  120  Council  houses  without  hot 
water  systems  stituated  as  follows: 

Dyke  8 Recreation  Road  4 

George  Street  38  Burghley  Street  10  Victoria  Place  3 

Harrington  Street  51  Manning  Road  4 

The  work  of  providing  these  essential  amenities  is  proceeding  as  quickly  as  circumstances  will 
allow. 

The  Alms  houses  provided  by  the  Bourne  United  Charities  make  a very  valuable  contribution  to  the 
rehousing  of  the  elderly.  Their  realistic  and  helpful  policy  of  providing  one  of  their  houses  for 
someone  prepared  to  act  as  ''Warden"  to  thd  group  is  to  be  enthusiastically  applauded.  These 
almshouses  are  admirably  suited  to  their  purpose , delightfully  situated  and  providing  two  rooms 
for  their  tenants,  which  it  is  my  conviction,  are  most  necessary.  It  must  be  wellnigh  impossible 
to  maintain  the  human  dignities  over  the  years  in  a bedsitter,  in  sickness  as  well  as  in  health. 

Dear  money  and  rising  costs  in  building  and  materials  make  the  ingredients  of  a nightmare  for 
those  who  ardently  desire  to  see  everyone  in  our  community  adequately  and  suitably  re-housed.  The 
progress  in  this  respect  over  the  past  ten  years  in  spite  of  all  the  difficulties,  is  one  of  which 
Bourne  can  be  proud. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Although  there  are  now  only  two  slaughterhouses,  the  third  having  been  given  up  during  the 
year,  an  adequate  service  is  provided  for  the  town  and  the  surrounding  areas.  A hundred  per  cent, 
meat  inspection  has  been  maintained,  with  the  assistance  of  the  South  Kesteven  Rural  District 
Health  Inspectors  to  cover  leave  periods  and  on  essential  absences  of  Mr.  Buckle. 

The  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  of  1958  and  the  Codes  of  Practice  based  thereon  are  now 
universal  in  their  application.  It  is  evident  hovrever  that  premises  may  be  provided  with  all 
the  necessary  facilities  and  the  owners  may  be  aware  of  their  obligations  and  yet  not  function  up 
to  the  standard  required  from  a good  food  hygieno  point  of  view.  This  may  be  due  to  the  actual 
work  being  carried  on  in  a muddled  or  in  an  unmethodical  way  -(hereby  begetting  untidyness  which  in 
turn  always  results  in  uncleanliness.  The  state  of  a food  premises  can  often  be  judged  on  its 
bacl?yard.  If  the  area  where  refuse  and  salvage  is  stored  is  unsatisfactory,  one  can  expect  to 
find  other  parts  of  the  premises  also  substandard,  so  tidiness  is  an  asset  which  should  be 
cultivated  and  treasured. 

The  informal  and  friendly  visits  of  the  Health  Inspector  to  all  food  premises  is  a great 
help  in  the  maintenance  of  high  standardj  for  unsuspected  lapses  in  the  working  condition  can  be 
spotted  and  corrected  before  harm  results. 

The  rules  for  clean  food  handling  are  a$  appropriate  in  the  home  kitchen  as  in  the  commercial 
undertaking . 

It  is  difficult  to  see  how  open  air  market  stalls  selling  food  can  be  kept  free  from  "the 
risk  of  contamination". 

Ultimately  it  is  the  discriminate ng  customer  who  exerts  the  greatest  effect  by  refusing 
to  patronise  any  premises  where  the  highest  standards  of  food  handling  and  service  are  not 
maintained.  The  purse  string  is  even  more  potent  than  propaganda. 

Mr.  Hawley,  Chief  Inspector  of  Food  and  Drugs,  to  whom  I am  most  grateful  for  all  his  help 
during  the  year,  says  in  his  usual  interesting  report :- 

"The  three  adjoining  areas  of  Bourne,  South  Kesteven  and  Stamford  form  an  important  part  of 
the  County  of  Kesteven  and  certainly  so  far  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  concerned  they  are 
closely  inter-dependent,  with  the  towns  of  Stamford  and  Bourne,  both  with  weekly  markets  and 
varied  shopping  facilities,  serving  the  needs  of  the  rural  as  well  as  the  urban  areas.  In  the 
same  way,  a great  deal  of  locally-grown  produce  is  sold  in  the  two  market  towns  and  though 
milk  is  brought  from  much  further  afield  to  be  sold  in  Stamford  and  to  a lesser  extent  in  Bourne, 
both  towns  depend  on  milk  production  in  the  rural  area  for  some  part  of  their  dairy  needs.  This 
is  particularly  true  of  Bourne  whose  farm-bottled  milk  comes  largely  from  Billingborough.  All 
these  factors  are  borne  in  mind  when  the  sampling  programme  for  the  County  is  planned,  because, 
although  the  Ministry  advise  a basic  quota  of  3 samples  per  1,000  of  population,  it  is  felt  that 
the  greatest  good  can  b e done  where  people  congregate  to  do  their  shopping.  Both  Stamford  and 
Bourne  have  a varied  range  of  food  shops  and  one  has  only  to  visit  these  towns  on  market  day 
or  at  the  week-end  to  realise  that  for  the  urban  as  well  as  the  rural  population  shopping  ’in 
town’  is  an  accepted  part  of  family  life. 
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As  a Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  the  County  Council  is  required  to  administer  that  part  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Aot  which  relates  to  the  chemical  or  compositional  quality  of  foodstuffs  and  drugs. 

Thus  the  duties  of  the  County  Council's  sampling  officers  are  somewhat  different  from  those  of 
public  health  inspectors  who  are  concerned  with  matters  of  hygiene  and  the  bacterial  purity  of 
foodstuffs.  Sampling  Officers  are  primarily  concerned  with  what  the  law  terms  'the  nature,  quality 
and  substance'  of  foods  for  under  the  Act  it  is  an  offence  for  a person  to  sell 

"to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser  any  food  or  drug 
which  is  not  of  the  nature , or  not  of  the  substance , 
or  not  of  the  quality,  of  the  food  demanded  by  the 
purchaser. " 

Statutory  standards  of  quality  have  been  fixed  for  many  foods  (though  not  all)  and,  when  all 

else  fails,  magistrates  must  decide  on  the  basis  of  the  evidence  placed  before  them  whether,  for 

example,  tinned  stewed  steak  should  include  a cereal  filler  and,  if  so,  how  much.  Selective 
sampling  by  well  informed  sampling  officers  can  go  a long  way  towards  achieving  optimum  results 
and  this  is  the  aim  of  the  County  Council’s  sampling  staff.  Sampling  is  done  on  as  wide  a range 
as  possible,  though  special  attention  is  given  to  all  locally -prepared  foodstuffs.  Generally  speaking 
the  majority  of  samples  is  purchased  from  traders  selling  to  the  public  and  thus  a sampling  officer 
procures  for  analysis  what  anyone  else  could  buy.  He  can,  however,  submit  for  analysis  any  food 
or  drug  about  which  a purchaser  has  reasonable  doubts  and  this  is  not  infrequently  done. 

It  should  be  emphasised,  of  course,  that  sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  merely  one  of 

many  ways  in  which  the  interests  of  the  consumer  is  safeguarded.  Many  other  bodies  and  many  other 

officials  are  equa.lly  concerned  to  ensure  that  the  public  gets  good  food  in  wholesome  and  hygienic 
condition  and  wherever  it  is  possible  to  collaborate  in  these  matters,  effective  liaison  is 
established  with  others  doing  similar  work.  For  example,  an  extremely  harmonious  relationship  has 
been  established  between  the  County  Council's  Food  and  Drugs  Department  and  the  three  Public  Health 
Departments  in  the  south  of  the  County  and  this  certainly  helps  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  work 
done  by  the  County  as  a Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 

During  the  year  under  review,  a great  deal  of  interest  has  been  centred  on  chemical  food 
additives  and  while  pressure  groups  like  the  National  Association  for  Health  have  been  mounting  a 
campaign  against  what  they  term  'the  poisonous  contamination  of  food' , the  Minister  has  been  equally 
active  marshalling  his  advisory  forces  to  meet  and,  where  possible , rebut  the  charges  which  have 
been  flung  at  him  and  his  Department  with  such  acrimony. 

Food  Additives. 

Chemical  food  additives  fall  into  two  main  groups,  namely,  (l)  those  which  have  or  are  supposed 
to  have  prophylactic  properties  and  (2)  those  whose  purpose  is  purely  commercial.  The  addition  of 
vitamins,  minerals  and  other  nutrient  factors  to  food  to  enrich  or  restore  deficiencies  in  normal 
concentrations  is  now  accepted  by  most  persons  as  a commendable  practice.  In  a quite  different 
category,  however,  is  the  addition  of  colouring  matter,  antioxidants,  preservatives,  stabilisers, 
maturing  agents  and  similar  substances,  because  they  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  nutrition 
and  are  used  exclusively  for  commercial  purposes  - to  standardise  and  improve  appearance  or  to 
extend  the  'shelf  life’  of  foods  which,  without  this  treatment,  would  look  unattractive  or  would  go 
bad  too  quickly. 


With  the  development  since  the  War  of  a wide  range  of  synthetic  chemical  pesticides  and, 
latterly,  the  increasing  use  of  chemicals  as  antibiotics  in  animal  farming,  there  has  grown  up 
a new  source  of  food  contamination  largely  outside  the  control  of  the  food  industry.  There  is  no 
doubt  at  all  that  the  sophistication  of  food  has  increased  alarmingly  in  the  post-War  years,  but 
so  has  the  Minister's  awareness  of  this  and  he  is  certainly  using  all  his  resources  to  combat  the 
evil,  and  he  is  helped  in  this  by  the  eleven  members  of  the  Food  Standards  Committee. 

Food  Colouring. 

There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  anxiety  exists  in  many  quarters  at  the  increasing  use  of  food 
colours,  especially  the  coal-tar  dyes  and  it  is  for  this  reason  the  Minister  is  taking  a tougher 
line  on  synthetic  chemicals  in  food.  The  Food  Standards  Committee  has  recently  advised  the 
banning  of  six  of  the  currently  'permitted'  coal-tar  dyes  and  has  recommended  that  all  the  other 
coal-tar  dyes  on  the  'permitted*  list  should  be  withdrawn  within  the  next  five  years.  Food  dyes 
serve  no  nutritional  purpose  at  all  and  could  be  withdrawn  to-morrow  were  it  not  for  public  habit. 
Thus  the  public  is  said  to  demand  a processed  pea  which  gleams  like  a starboard  light  and  straw- 
berry jam  which  rivals  the  port  light  in  brilliance.  To  satisfy  this  demand  and  achieve  these 
effects,  most  food  manufacturers  use  coal-tar  dyes  and  though  some  are  said  to  be  safe,  others  are 
known  to  be  suspect.  It  is  reassuring  to  know,  however,  that  the  British  Industrial  Biological 
Research  Association  is  giving  the  highest  priority  to  a programme  of  research  into  food  colours, 
though  indicative  of  the  problems  involved  that  this  will  probably  take  two  years. 

It  is  impossible  for  a layman  to  be  other  than  impressed  by  all  this  governmental  activity 
regarding  the  dangers  which  lurk  behind  the  colourful  facade  of  the  supermarket  and  the  attractive 
label  of  the  pre-pack.  It  is,  nonetheless,  a sobering  fact  that  no  two  national  lists  of  'permitted' 
colours  are  alike  and  that  there  is,  in  fact,  only  one  colour  that  is  universally  accepted.  This 
means  that  a colour  accepted  as  safe  in  one  country  is  nearly  always  rejected  as  unsafe  in  another. 

Sampling; 

While  one  result  of  the  large-scale  preparation  of  food  is  the  series  of  additive  problems 
already  described,  a happier  result  is  the  almost  complete  disappearance  of  the  cruder  forms  of 
adulteration.  Sand  in  the  sugar  and  potato  flour  in  bread,  turnips  in  jam  and  starch  to  thicken 
cream;  these  adulterations  have  become  so  certain  of  discovery  that  the  hazard  of  their  use  to  gain 
illicit  profit  is  no  longer  worth  risking.  To-day,  the  presence  of  gross  impurities  in  food  is  rare 
though  accidental  contamination  is  still  common,  especially  in  the  form  of  'foreign  bodies*  in 
canned  and  pre-packed  foods. 

The  following  Tables  list  the  articles  sampled  in  Bourne 


Butter  2 
Bedf  steak  (tinned)  1 
Corned  beef  1 
Cream  2 
Honey  and  ginger  1 
Margarine  2 
Milk  5 
Peas  (tinned)  2 
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Sausages  (pork)  1 
Raspberries  (tinned)  1 
Strawberries  (tinned)  1 
Salad  cream  1 
Tea  1 
Tool  set  1 
Weetabix  1 


All  of  these  were  reported  upon  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  satisfactory  apart  from  the  tool  set. 

Purchasers  sonetimes  complain  of  the  quality  of  goods  bought  and  if,  as  is  sometimes  the  case, 
these  contain  recognisable  'foreign  bodies',  the  matter  is  dealt  with  without  recourse  to  the 
services  of  the  Public  Analyst.  During  the  year,  Bourne  housewives  complained  on  two  occasions  of 
finding  'foreign  bodies'  in  loaves  of  bread.  In  the  first  case,  the  'foreign  body*  was  a cockroach, 
but  the  complainant,  although  naturally  very  incensed,  was  insistent  that  the  baker  should  be 
cautioned  rather  than  taken  to  Court.  With  the  concurrence  of  the  Bourne  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
this  course  was  adopted  and  the  baker  was  advised  to  make  certain  structural  improvements  to  prevent 
a recurrence.  Subsequently,  the  baker  concerned  decided  to  give  up  baking  altogether  and  to  buy 
wrapped  bread  from  a wholesaler.  In  the  second  case,  a housewife  complained  of  finding  a piece  of 
string  in  a loaf  of  Hovis  bread,  purchased  from  a Bourne  baker,  but  actually  baked  in  Nottingham. 

In  view  of  the  good  record  of  the  wholesale  firm  concerned,  it  was  decided  that  a written  caution 
would  meet  the  case. 

Lead  in  Toys. 

A most  unusual  case  was  dealt  with  during  the  year  when  the  Bourne  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
submitted  a Polythene  Tool  Set  for  examination  after  a Bourne  resident  had  sought  his  advice  concerning 
the  possibility  that  some  of  the  articles  in  the  set  might  be  contaminated  with  lead.  Abount  this 
time,  it  was  known  that  a consignment  of  these  children's  tool  sets  had  been  imported  from  Hong  Kong 
and  that  one  of  the  articles  in  the  set  (a  plastic  screwdriver  painted  red)  was  likely  to  be  dangerous 
if  sucked  by  a child.  The  set  in  question  had  been  won  as  a prize  at  a local  Fete  and  was  thought  to 
be  from  the  suspect  consignment.  This  fear  was  confirmed  by  the  Public  Analyst  who  found  that  the 
red  screwdriver  contained  2,500  parts  per  million  (3$)  of  lead  and  was,  in  his  opinion,  highly 
dangerous.  It.  tvi.s  o.  anectic n,  it  is  interesting  to  know  that  under  the  Lead  in  Food  Regulations, 

2 parts  per  million  is  the  maximum  level  of  lead  contamination  tolerated  in  food  intended  for  human 
consumption  and  5 parts  per  million  in  fluids  such  as  beer  which,  by  their  nature,  pass  fairly  rapidly 
through  the  human  body.  For  children's  toys,  the  Home  Office  fix  the  maximum  limit  at  250  parts  per 
million.  Lead  has  long  been  known  as  a dangerous  poison,  all  the  more  because  its  effects  are 
cumulative . 

A further  and  even  more  serious  danger  was  suggested  earlier  this  year  by  workers  at  the 
Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Great  Ormond  Street,  London,  who  confirmed  that  there  was  a definite 
connection  between  mental  retardation  in  young  children  and  lead  poisoning.  Nearly  half  of  122 
mentally  abnormal  or  retarded  children  they  examined  had  taken  in  lead  earlier  and  the  level  of  lead 
in  their  blood  was  higher  than  that  of  healthy  children.  This  new  evidence  makes  it  all  the  more 
important  that  young  children  should  be  dissuaded  from  playing  with  lead  toys  or  with  toys  coated  with 
a lead  paint.  The  full  facts  in  this  case  were  reported  to  the  Bourne  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who 
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was  able  to  recover  a number  of  similar  sets  from  persons  who  had  won  them  as  prizes  at  the  August 
Bank  Holiday  Pete. 

It  is  reassuring  to  know  that  no  more  tool  sets  of  this  nature  are  being  handled  by  the 
commercial  distributors  concerned. 

Pood  Standards. 

Apart  from  the  complaints  referred  to  in  the  five  preceding  paragraphs,  the  year  was  notable 
for  an  absence  of  any  serious  case  of  adulteration.  To  a very  large  extent  this  is  due  to  the 
enormous  increase  in  the  large-scale  preparation  of  foodstuffs.  Apart  from  the  many  specialist 
research  groups  serving  sections  of  the  food  trade,  most  of  the  bigger  food  manufacturers  have  their 
own  research  laboratories  and  while  these  are  primarily  concerned  with  the  quality  control  of  their 
own  products,  they  all  devote  some  part  of  their  time  to  pure  research  for  the  general  good  of  the 
food  trade.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  whole  administrative  machine  concerned  with  Food  and  Drugs 
is  now  operating  at  a high  level  of  efficiency,  from  the  Minister  with  his  cohorts  of  advisers  to 
the  local  Pood  and  Drugs  Authorities  with  their  sampling  officers. 

The  Pood  Standards  Committee  has  fixed  standards  for  many  commodities j other  foods  ere 
regulated  by  statutory  enactments  and  some  by  High  Court  decisions.  Many  others  are  regulated  by 
what  are  known  as  Codes  of  Practice  - formal  agreements  between  the  Minister  and  the  'trade'  that 
certain  descriptions  will  have  a specific  meaning. 

Conclus ion. 

It  cannot  be  too  frequently  stressed  that  while  the  main  purpose  of  present-day  Pood  and  Drugs 
legislation  is  to  prevent  food  from  becoming  injurious  to  health  by  the  addition  of  deleterious 
substances,  there  is  a concurrent  need  for  adequate  supplies  of  wholesome  food  for  all,  especially 
the  many  millions  of  the  population  who  live  in  big  towns.  This  means  compromise  and  the  acceptance 
to  some  extent,  of  the  Benthamite  philosophy  that  in  matters  which  concern  the  people  as  a whole 
certain  things  (which  are  not  necessarily  compatible  with  individual  preference)  must  be  done  for 
the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number." 


The  safety  of  milk  and  the  maintenance  of  its  purity  remain  as.  ever  a matter  of  supreme 
importance . 

Periodical  sampling  is  done  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  any  infection  with  brucellosis  on  the 
one  hand  or  significant  contamination  with  penicillin  on  the  other.  Fortunately  there  was  no 
instance  in  which  either  hazard  was  discovered  during  the  year.  I would  however,  stress  that  there 
is  no  really  safe  milk  except  a heat  treated  one. 

Farmers  are  urged  not  to  send  milk  to  market  from  a cow  under  penicillin  treatment  for  1+8 
hours  after  the  cessation  of  that  treatment.  They  may  however,  not  realising  the  significance  of 
this  injunction  continue  nevertheless  to  do  so. 

How  many  other  antibiotics  used  in  the  treatment  of  cows  from  time  to  time  ore  also  excreted 
in  milk?  There  is  no  laboratory  test  for  the  detection  of  these  in  milk,  and  therefore  how  is  it 
known  whether  they  too  may  not  set  up  sensitivity  in  the  human  subject  or  breed  resistant  strains 
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cf  bacteria  inimical  to  him 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT. 

Fortunately  again  this  year  no  action  was  necessary  under  the  provisions  of  Section  V7  of  this 
Act  to  remove  *ompulsorily  from  their  own  home  any  person  as  being  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  In 
several  cases  however,  it  has  been  necessary  to  mobilise  every  available  social  and  supportive  service 
in  order  to  obviate  this  most  unpalatable  solution.  It  involves  taking  away  the  liberty  of  a fellow 
citizen  and  though  it  may  be  done  for  his  own  good  it  is  a confession  of  defeat. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

The  Council  give  generous  support  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  and  make  use  of 
their  posters  and  propaganda  material.  The  need  for  health  education  covers  a wide  field  embracing 
such  diverse  subjects  as  to. mention  a few,  human  relationships,  mental  and  dental  health,  the  early 
diagnosis  of  certain  types  of  cancer,  understanding  sex  and  in  particular  training  in  controlling 
sexual  impulses,  the  risks  of  smoking  and  being  over  weight,  the  need  for  physical  exercise,  recreation 
and  the  proper  use  of  leisure,  foot  health,  clean  air  and  fluoridation.  Very  many  of  these  topics  have 
been  discussed  during  the  year  in  the  Council  Chamber.  The  radio,  television  and  the  written  word  and 
the  lecture  may  do  much  to  spread  information  but  it  is  the  personal  approach  which  ultimately  makes 
this  general  information  applicable  to  the  individual  and  brings  results.  It  is  the  Doctors,  Nurses 
Health  Inspectors,  Teachers  and  Leaders  in  publio  life  and  in  the  Church  who  have  the  greatest  part  to 
play  in  spreading  the  gospel  of  good  health  and  healthy  attitudes  to  living  because  they  can  make  it  a 
personal  message. 

The  Road  Safety  Tufty  Club  after  making  a wonderful  impact  in  association  with  the  Clinic,  seems 
to  have  faded  out.  It  is  a very  great  pity  as  it  was  doing  excellent  work. 

MISCELLANY. 

The  Meals-on-Wheels  service  has  continued  its  most  valuable  work  on  behalf  of  the  elderly,  the 
infirm  and  the  needy.  It  greatly  assists  in  meeting  their  dietetic  needs  and  in  keeping  contact 
between  the  recipients  and  the  rest  of  the  community  in  which  they  live.  The  table  set,  and  the  look 
of  happy  welcome  and  expectancy  on  the  faces  of  tho^e  who  receive  the  meal  must  be  a fitting  reward 
for  the  volunteers  who  make  this  sll  possible.  A.lready  the  weekly  visits  have  become  part  and  parcel 
of  their  way  of  life  and  any  disruption  of  this  voluntary  social  service  would  create  deep  consternation 
for  those  who  have  come  to  depend  upon  it.  Far  too  many  elderly  still  make  do  on  too  little  milk  and 
with  the  increasing  price  of  this  commodity,  the  trend  will  it  is  feared,  become  more  noticeable.  Is 
it  not  time  there  was  a diversion  of  the  £12^-  million  per  annum  free  milk  supply  for  the  school  child 
to  the  over  70  years  old?  It  is  surely  no  longer  necessary  with  the  dietetic  state  of  the  young  what 
it  is,  with  childrens'  allowances  and  with  the  obesity  in  school  children  causing  some  anxiety  that 
steps  taken  to  meet  the  needs  of  former  times  should  be  accepted  unquestioningly  now  and  perpetuated 
in  the  future. 

In  this  context  it  might  not  be  inappropriate  to  record  that  Radio-active  Strontium  90  in  the 
bones  of  children  under  five  in  the  first  half  of  1964-  was  twice  that  for  the  corresponding  part  of 
the  previous  year.  (6.9  picocuries  per  gram  of  calcium  compared  with  3.2  for  the  previous  year). 

A comprehensive  system  of  regular  visiting  of  the  elderly  is  probably  the  greatest  of  all  services 
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to  the  older  oitizens.  It  is  the  only  way  of  ensuring  that  none  are  lonely,  neglected  or  in  other 
need.  Only  in  this  way  can  one  "be  sure  that  the  appropriate  assistance  is  made  available  at  the 
right  time* 

I wish  again  to  thank  Mr.  J.  Farmer,  the  Manager  of .the  local  offices  of  the  Ministry  of 
Pensions  and  National  Insurance  for  his  generous  help  in  placing  a copy  of  the  Council’s  synopsis 
of  the  services  available  to  the  elderly  in  each  persons  documents  as  they  reach  pensionable  age. 

Cases  of  a socio-medical  nature  inevitably  arise  from  time  to  time  and  there  were  eight  such 
during  the  year.  Typical  of  these  was  the  picture  presented  by  the  octogenerian,  who  had  lost 
her  husband  whom  she  relied  upon  for  everything  and  was  cast  rudderless  to  steer  her  own  course. 

It  appeared  as  though  she  would  be  entirely  incapable  of  maintaining  an  independent  existence  but 
with  a Home  Help,  Good  Neighbour  treatment  and  other  support  she  has  weathered  the  storm  reasonably 
well. 

There  was  the  case  of  the  elderly  spinster  who  lived  in  :'Bleak  House"  devoid  of  any  comfort 
and  a mistress  of  domestic  mismanagement.  Her  state  and  her  house  were  inter-related  but  here  again 
a balance  has  been  struck  with  social  service  help  which  seems  to  keep  her  reasonably  happy  though 
continuing  to  be  an  anxiety  to  those  engaged  in  social  medicine. 

In  reviewing  all  of  these  cases  forefront  in  one’s  mind  must  remain  the  fact  that  they  are 
individuals  and  their  right  to  run  their  own  lives  in  their  own  way  must  be  paramount,  unless  they 
reach  the  stage  of  being  menaces  to  themselves  and  their  neighbours.  Mere  slipping  from  the  usual 
standards  of  domestic  and  personal  management  are  insufficient  cause  for  compulsion  in  themselves. 

Two  years  ago  in  the  report  mention  was  made  of  the  problems  which  earlier  and  enforced 
retirement  may  or  will  mean  for  many.  Those  who  read  the  writing  on  the  wall  will  realise  that 
preparation  for  this  almost  universal  phenomenon,  facing  all  w^ge  earners  and  salaried  persons  alike 
should  be  thought  of  nov/.  Concomitant  with  it  is  the  whole  subject  of  leisure.  Some  unions  are 
already  seeking  a 38  hour  a week.  Automation  and  electronic  devices  will  also  ensure  a gradual 
curtailment  of  working  time  in  industry.  These  achievements  will  be  empty  victories  if  a really 
meaningful  use  is  not  made  of  the  resulting  leisure  time.  Boredom  is  sure  to  follow,  if  nothing 
worse,  unless  the  added  hours  and  the  added  years  are  filled  with  purposeful  activity.  Hobbies, 
pastimes,  educational  pursuits  and  reading  are  all  possibilities  which  should  be  explored.  It 
must  be  ensured  that  the  cynic  was  wrong  who  said  "Leisure  is  fine  but  I need  to  have  two  jobs  so 
that  I can  pay  for  it". 

At  school  medical  inspections  it  is  becoming  obvious  that  as  a result  of  the  exotic  fashions 
in  footwear  there  is  a sharp  increase  in  the  number  of  foot  defects  in  children.  These  are  largely 
preventable. 

The  deformation  are  mainly  of  the  forefoot  and  will  inevitabley  produce  in  later  life  Bunions, 
crooked  big  toes,  hammer  toes,  corns  and  callosities.  In  some  cases  they  have  occured  already  and 
Hallux  Valgus  in  particular  is  very  common.  It  is  high  time  that  an  anatomically  sensible  shoe  was 
made  compulsory  for  all  school  children  or  the  number  of  chiropodists  will  need  to  be  multiplied 
exceedingly  in  the  future. 

Speaking  of  chiropody,  why  is  the  County’s  very  valuable  service  largely  confined  to  Darby  and 
Joan  Club  members?  Other  elderly  persons  have  their  corns  and  callosities  too  amd  maybe  these  are 

- 21  - 


"two  painful  to  alio?/  them  to  hohble  to  the  club  and  apply  for  membership! 

During  the  year  the  two  South  Area  Co-ordinating  Committees  - one  for  the  Children  at  Risk  and 
othe  other  for  the  V/elfare  of  the  Elderly,  each  met  quarterly  under  the  Chairmanship  of  your 
Doctor. 

On  each  Committee  sit  representatives  of  all  the  Statutory  Bodies  and  services  who  can  bring 
help  with  money,  material,  support,  guidance  and  with  advice  to  the  more  difficult  cases  of  need 
amongst  the  young  and  the  old.  Th^/  have  done  very  valuable  v/ork,  v/elded  the  members  into  a team 
and  fostered  a greater  understanding  between  diverse  departments  to  the  lasting  benefit  of  the  common 
cause . 

The  work  of  the  Co-ordinating  Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Elderly  v/as  the  subject  of  a 
special  article  in  the  Enterprise  Service  of  the  periodical  "New  Society". 

As  your  medical  representative,  I have  continued  to  serve  on  the  Control  of  Infections  and 
also  the  Maternity  Liaison  Committee  of  the  Peterborough  Hospital  Croup.  I have  also  served  on  the 
Disablement  Advisory  Committee  and  the  Medical  Panel  of  the  Stamford  and  Bourne  Area  of  the 
Ministry  of  Labour.  This  personal  liaison  vzith  other  bodies  helps  to  smooth  out  problems,  to 
co-ordinate  efforts  and  to  encourage  that  mutual  understanding  which  so  amply  repays  the  time  spent 
on  it. 

In  dra?dng  this  report  to  a close  it  is  true  to  say  here  as  it  must  be  in  the  Health  Departments 
of  Councils  throughout  the  Country,  that  senior  members  of  the  staff  increasingly  find  they  have 
insufficient  time  - TO  THINK! 

Unless  one  has  had  personal  experience  of  it , it  is  almost  beyond  credibility  the  flood  of 
socio-medical  and  environmental  legislation  which  has  reached  the  Statute  Book  during  the  past  ten 
years.  Add  to  this  all  the  Directives,  Circulars  and  Memoranda  which  are  received  from  Government 
and  other  departments  for  perusal  and  necessary  action.  Add  to  this  the  voluminous  reports  on 
special  topics  such  as  Fluoridation,  Hypothermia  and  Pesticides  to  mention  but  a few;  and  there  are 
the  demands  of  routine  work  all  the  time.  It  is  axiomatic  that  there  is  little  time  left  to  sit 
down  and  think  how  best  all  this  welter  of  legislation,  permissive  powers  and  general  information 
can  best  be  used  for  the  true  benefit  of  the  local  community. 

In  Mr.  Buckle,  I have  a colleague  v/ho  is  a tower  of  strength  and  v/hose  judgement  is  sound. 

The  demands  of  his  dual  role  are  becoming  an  impossible  burden  with  the  rapidly  increasing 
requirements  of  the  expanding  population  on  the  one  hand  and  the  modernisation  projects  which  are 
proceeding  apace  on  the  other. 

I also  wish  to  thank  our  Clerk  and  my  other  colleagues  on  the  staff  for  their  ever  ready  help 
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and  courtesy  at  all  times  extended  to  me  throughout  the  year.  I offer  felicitations  to  Mrs. 
Peters  on  her  recenb  marriage  and  thank  her  for  the  exuberant  enthusiasm  which  she  brings  to 
her  work  in  the  department, 

Finally  I again  express  my  warm  thanks  to  'Dr.  G-alletly  for  standing  by  for  me  when  I have 
been  away. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Tipler  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant , 

H.  ELLIS  SMITH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  196k. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Bourne. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Tipler  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  196 4.  Whilst  engaged  upon  the 
writing  of  this  report,  I have  several  times  thought  that  my  energies  could  be  devoted  to  more 
active  and  useful  work  outside  on  the  district  as  it  all  looks  so  similar  to  what  was  presented 
to  you  last  year,  and  the  year  before  and  the  year  before  that. 

Some  time  ago,  I had  occasion  to  be  looking  through  some  earlier  Annual  Reports  in  an  effort 
to  find  some  Information,  and  was  struck  by  the  opening  sentance  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  his  Annual  Report  for  1909.  His  Report,  he  said,  had  "no  tale  to  tell  of  flood  or  fire",  and 
it  was  comforting  to  realise  that  Dr.  Gilpin  must  have  been  experiencing  some  similar  emotions 
to  mine. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  of  course,  that  Public  Health  does  not  very  often  "hit  the 
headlines"  possibily  the  only  Annual  Report  for  1964  which  has  a tale  to  tell  will  be  that  of 
the  City  of  Aberdeen.  The  Public  Health  services  only  become  news  at  a time  of  a crisis  and  the 
advantage  of  the  regular  annual  report  of  health  officials  is  that  year  by  year  a broad  picture 
of  the  health  of  the  community  is  added  too  so  that  one  sees  little  in  looking  back  a year  or  two 
but  a great  deal  in  looking  back  one,  two,  three  or  more  decades. 

To  go  back,  for  example,  to  the  Annual  Report  just  quoted,  one  sees  an  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  of  162  per  1,000  births  as  compared  with  the  9.01  per  1,000  recorded  in  your  Medical  Officer's 
report  - a remarkable  decline  in  what  is  usually  regarded  as  a sensative  index  of  environmental 
conditions.  In  the  same  report,  the  lack  of  any  regular  system  of  house  refuse  collection  is 
deplored.  Many  of  the  activities  of  the  Inspector  then,  hov/ever,  were  similar  to  mine  today.  The 
1913  Report  quotes  routine  visits  to  slaughterhouses,  bakehouses,  butchers  premises,  pigstyes, 
defective  drains  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  continuity  of  this  work  ensures  the  improvement 
and  betterment  of  the  general  public  health. 

May  I begin  then,  with  a review  of  housing  conditions. 

PART  I - HOUSING. 

(a)  Unfit  Houses. 

Six  further  houses  were  considered  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitatioh  and  not  repairable  at  reasonable  expense.  Two  Demolition  Orders  were  made  and  four 
Closing  Orders. 
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The  table  gives  details  of  demolitions  and  persons  and  families  re-housed: - 


HOUSES 

DEMOLISHED 

IN 

CLEARANCE 

AREAS 

Number  of  houses  represented 

Number  of  houses  demolished 

Persons  displaced 

Families  displaced 

- 

NOT  IN 

CLEARANCE 

AREAS 

Number  of  houses  represented 

Number  of  houses  demolished 

Persons  displaced 

Families  displaced 

6 

3 

4 

2 

UNPIT 

Number  of  houses 

1 

HOUSES 

- 

Persons  displaced 

2 

CLOSED 

Families  displaced 

1 

After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 

23 

After  formal  notice  by  Public  Health  Act:- 

UNPIT 

by  Owner 

2 

HOUSES 

by  Local  Authority 

- 

MADE 

After  formal  notice  Housing  Act;- 

FIT 

by  Owner 

- 

by  Local  Authority 

— 

No  Clearance  Areas  were  represented. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme  prepared  and  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  under  the  1954  Act,  was  completed  and  a considerable  additional  programme  dealt  with  and 
it  was  apparent  that  the  majority  of  unfit  houses  in  the  town  had  been  dealt  with.  With  the 
elimination  of  the  worst  houses  in  the  town,  the  path  now  lies  open  for  a programme  of  improving 
the  houses  without  modern  amenities  either  by  voluntary  improvement  or  the  preparation  of  Improve- 
ment Areas  under  the  provisions  of  the  1964  Housing  Act. 
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(i)  Private  Houses 


Fourteen  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  were  considered  during  the  year  and  the  table 
gives  the  result  and  work  done.  The  year  was  notable  in  seeing  the  completion  of  the  hundredth 
house  improved  with  the  aid  of  a grant. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 
(l)  Standard  Grants 


1.  No.  of  applications 

(a) 

Owner/ occupiers 

8 

Approved 

8 

Refused 

00 

tenanted  houses 

3 

Approved 

2 

Refused 

2.  No.  of  dwellings 

improved 

(a) 

Owner/  occupiers 

6 

(b)  tenanted 

2 

3.  Amount  paid  in  grants 

£953. 

18s.  lOd. 

4.  Average  grant  per  house 

£ 95. 

7s.  lOd. 

5.  Amenities  provided: 

(a) 

Fixed  bath 

6 

00 

Shower 

- 

(c) 

Wash  Hand  basin 

6 

(a) 

Hot  Water  supply  (to 

any  fittings) 

24 

00 

Water-closet  (l)  within  the  dwelling 

6 

(2)  accessible  from  the  dwelling  - 

(f) 

Food  store 

6 

(2)  Disoretionary  Grants 

1.  Number  of  applications  approved  3 

2.  Number  of  applications  refused  - 

3.  Amount  paid  in  grants  £1,609.  17s.  6d. 

4.  Number  of  dwellings  improved:  (a)  Owner/occupier 

00  Tenanted 


3 

4 


The  Housing  Act  which  came  into  force  during  the  year,  allows  some  pressure  to  be  exerted  in 
pushing  along  the  pace  of  improvements  but  no  action  was  taken  under  this  by  the  Housing  Committee 
and,  in  fact,  it  is  probably  preferable  in  a district  such  as  Bourne  to  rely  more  on  persuasion  and 
personal  visits  than  legislation.  The  Act  also  introduced  for  the  first  time  a "reduce  Improved 
Standard"  whereby  grant  would  be  payable  on  the  provision  of  hot  and  cold  water  supply  to  the  sink, 
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a watercloset  and  a satisfactory  foodstore  but  no  applications  were  received  for  this  to  be  applied 
The  total  number  of  houses  improved  with  the  aid  of  Grants  from  the  Council  are  now:- 

Discretionary  Improvements  67  Standard  Grants  33 

(ii)  Council  Houses. 

The  Council's  policy  of  modernising  their  older  houses  continued  during  the  year  with  the 
completion  of  the  four  houses  at  Spalding  Road,  Twenty  and  the  major  proportion  of  Alexandra 
Terrace.  The  number  of  houses  completed  was  seventeen,  these  being:- 

47  - 53,  Spalding  Road,  Twenty  (4) 

14  - 20,  51,  Recreation  Road,  Bourne  (5) 

1-15,  Alexandra  Terrace,  Bourne  (8) 

Although  the  improvement  programme  appears  to  be  progressing  slowly,  I feel  that  the  schemes 
which  are  approved  by  the  Council,  being  a complete  modernisation,  will  provide  a useful  unit  of 
accommodation  for  many  years  to  come,  and,  in  addition  doing  all  the  work  by  our  own  tradesmen, 
ensures  a satisfactory  job  done  with  the  least  inconvenience  to  the  tenants.  There  are  still  a 
considerable  number  of  houses  to  be  dealt  with,  but  the  majority  have  the  use  of  baths  and  hot 
water  although  these  are  not  adequate  or  suitable  by  present  day  standards. 

(c)  Overcrowding. 

One  case  of  overcrowding  was  reported  during  the  year  in  a Council  house.  This  was  abated 
the  transfer  to  a four  bedroom  type  house. 

(d)  Housing  Development. 

The  main  development  by  the  Council  during  the  year  was  the  erection  of  a block  of  16  one 
person  flatlets  together  with  accommodation  for  the  caretaker/warden  and  communal  lounge,  kitchen 
and  laundry. 

The  contract  for  this  project  was  re-let  during  the  Spring  of  the  year  and  work  progressed 
at  a good  pace  so  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  block  was  virtually  completed  and  was,  in  fact, 
officially  opened  early  in  1965.  In  addition  two  more  one-bedroomed  bungalows  were  completed  on 
the  Willoughby  Road  Old  Mission  Hall  site  so  tidying  up  this  area  and  providing  two  more  useful 
units  of  accommodation. 

The  Council  continued  its  policy  of  assisting  tenants  who  wished  to  improve  their  homes  by  the 
installation  of  modern  tiled  surrounds  and  also  continued  the  erection  of  garages  for  letting  at 
suitable  positions  where  the  tenants  requested  this.  In  all,  eighteen  garages  (including  a block 
of  three  garages  and  wash-bay  at  St.  Paul's  Gardens)  were  completed  during  the  year. 

A further  104  houses  and  bungalows  were  painted  by  the  Council's  decorating  staff  and  the 
target  to  obtain  a 5 year  programme  was  achieved. 

I would  like  to  pay  a tribute  to  the  Council's  building  maintenance  staff  who  carry  out  the 
whole  of  this  work  in  addition  to  the  normal  routine  maintenance  and  also  tackle  additional  work 
such  as  the  erection  of  new  public  conveniences  on  the  Recreation  Ground  and  repairs  to  greenhouses 
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walls  and  buildings  at  the  Cemetery  and  other  Council  properties. 

(e)  Moveable  Dwellings. 

One  site  ?/as  licenced  at  Bedehouse  Bank  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  two  caravans  stationed 
on  this  site.  A further  application  to  station  one  caravan  on  a site  in  South  Fen  Road  was  approved 
for  a period  of  twelve  months.  Some  delay  was  experienced  here  in  the  occupier  complying  with  the 
conditions  of  the  site  licence  and  it  was  necessary  to  draw  his  attention  to  these  conditions  by 
formal  letters  written  with  the  approval  of  the  Public  Health  Committee.  The  conditions  of  the  site 
licence  were  eventually  complied  with. 

On  several  occasions,  itinerant  van  dwellers  stationed  themselves  on  roadside  verges  but  generally 
speaking  little  nuisance  was  caused  by  them. 

(f)  Private  Development 

The  main  housing  development  within  the  district,  as  for  several  years  now,  was  provided  by 
private  enterprise.  Development  continued  on  the  West-wood  Drive  Estate  and  a new  development  on  the 
north  side  of  Vvest  Road  began.  The  roads  and  sewers  of  this  estate  were  laid  before  housing 
development  commenced  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  first  phase  of  27  houses  was  under  way.  During 
the  period  under  review,  planning  approval  was  given  for  the  erection  of  238  houses  and  there  appears 
to  be  no  doubt  that  a further  paiod  of  increasing  residential  development  in  Bourne  is  about  to 
commence.  The  Council’s  Planning  and  Development  Committee  also  considered  over  200  applications 
under  the  Building  Bye  Laws  each  of  these  projects  requiring  visits  from  your  officers  to  inspect 
foundations,  footings,  damp-proof  courses,  testing  of  all  drains  and  sewers  and  additional  visits 
during  the  erection  and  completion  of  the  dwelling.  A vast  amount  of  work  to  ensure  that  dwellings 
comply  with  the  minimum  health  and  safety  standards  which  Building  Bye-Laws  are  designed  to  ensure. 

PART  II  - MEAT  INSPECTION  AND  FOOD  HYGIENE. 

(a)  Meat  Inspection 

Animals  Slaughtered 

During  the  year,  8,21+0  animals  were  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  at  the  three  private 
slaughterhouses  within  the  district.  This  shows  an  increase  of  411  animals  on  the  number  killed 
in  1963 
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The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  animals  slaughtered: - 


Address 

Animals  Killed 

No.  of 
visits  made 

| 

Year 

Horses 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Klondyke , West  Rd. 

1963 

132 

38 

50 

1 

34 

1 

256 

72 

1964 

75 

37 

60 

1 

62 

- 

235 

83 

| 31,  Eastgate 

1963 

— 

1,129 

12 

8 

3,148 

1,951 

6,248 

335 

1964 

- 

1,200 

12 

"i 

J- 

4,174 

2,231 

7,618 

374 

I 13 , North  Street 

1963 

— 

267 

8 

2 

773 

275 

1,325 

270 

| (to  31-3-64) 

1964 

- 

50 

8 

3 

156 

65 

282 

70 

TOTALS 

1963 

1964 

132 

75 

1,434 

1,287 

70 

80 

11 

5 

3,955 

4,392 

2,227 

2,296 

7,829 

8,135 

677 

527 

Details  of  Unfit  Meat  Surrendered 
(a)  Carcases  or  Part  Carcases: 

1  Horse  carcase  and  all  organs 

1 Horse  hindquarters 

3 Cattle  Carcase  and  all  organs 

3 Cattle  carcase  and  all  organs 

2 Cattle  carcase  and  all  organs 

1 Cattle  carcase  and  all  organs 

3 Cattle  hindquarters 

1 Cattle  sirloin 

4 Cow  carcases  and  all  organs 

1 Cow  carcase  and  all  organs 
3 Cow  carcases 

1 Cow  carcase 

1 Cow  carcase 

2 Cow  carcase 

3 Sides  beef 

3 Hindquarters 

2 Topsides 

2 Brisket 

10  Sheep  carcases  and  all  organs 

5 Sheep  car oases 


Bruising  (extensive  and  severe) 
.arthritis 

Peritonitis  (acute  diffuse  septic) 
Oedema  (generalised) 

Abscesses 

Pyaemia 

Bruising 

Abscess 

Bruising  (extensive  and  severe) 
Abscesses 

Mastitis  (acute  septic) 

Emaciation  (pathological) 

Fever 

Moribund 

Bruising 

Bruising 

Bruising 

Oedema 

Emaciation  (pathological) 

Fever 


4 Sheep  carcases 

1 Sheep  carcase 

2 Sheep  hindquarters 

2 Pig  carcases  and  all  organs 

1 Pig  carcase  and  all  organs 

2 Pig  carcases  and  all  organs 

1 Pig  carcase  and  all  organs 

1 Pig  carcase  and  all  organs 

1 Pig  carcase  and  all  organs 

1 Pig  hind 

1 Pig  hind 

1 Calf  carcase  and  all  organs 
(t>)  Offals; 

9 Horse  livers 

1 Horse  liver 
55  Cattle  livers 

6 Cattle  lungs 
6 Cattle  lungs 

2 Cattle  lungs 

3 Cattle  head  and  tongues 

4 Cattle  head  and  tongues 

1 Cattle  heart 

2 Cow  lungs 

2 Cow  livers 

9 Sheep  livers 
11  Sheep  livers 
13  Pig  heads 

66  Pig  lungs  (sets) 

9 Pig  plucks 

1 Pig  pluck 

34  Pig  hearts 

15  Pig  livers 

2 Pig  livers 

23  Mesenteric  fats 
1 Flair  fats  (Pigs) 

3 Pig  stomachs  and  intestines 
1 Pig  kidneys 

Unsound  Food  Surrendered  or  Condemned. 

1.  Meat  at  slaughterhouse 

2.  Meat  at  retail  shops 

3.  Canned  meats 

4.  Fish 

5.  Fruit  and  Vegetables 

6.  Other  foods 
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Bruising  (extensive  and  severe) 

Moribund 

Bruising 

Pyaomia 

Swine  Fever 

Uraomia 

Bruising  (extensive  and  severe) 
Moribund 

Pericarditis  (acute  septic) 

Ulcers 

Bruising 

Emaciation  and  oedema 


Parasites 

Cysts 

Fasciolosis 

Pleurisy 

Abscesses 

Pneumonia 

Actinomycosis 

Cysticercus  bovis 

Pericarditis 

Pneumonia 

Angiomata 

Fasciolosis 

Cysts 

Tuberculosis 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis 

Abscesses 

Pericarditis 

Cirrhosis 

Cysts 

Tuberculosis 

Peritonitis 

Peritonitis 

Nephritis 

Weight  (lbs.) 

13,701 

158 

379 

4 

52 
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No  case  of  tuberculosis  in  bovine  animals  was  noted  during  the  year  but  the  number  of  pig 
carcases  affected  rose  slightly.  Inspection  continued  for  the  detection  of  cysticercus  bovis  but 
only  one  case  was  submitted  for  refrigeration  treatment  of  the  four  discovered.  The  high  incidence 
of  disease  in  cows  was  mainly  attributable  to  the  casualty  stock  dealt  with  at  the  Klondyke  slaughter- 
house. All  diseased  meat  and  waste  products  are  quickly  removed  from  the  slaughterhouse  premises  by 
Messrs.  Mays  and  taken  to  the  processing  plant  at  The  Slipe  for  conversion  into  meal  and  fertiliser. 

(b)  Private  Slaughterhouses 

At  the  beginning  of  1964,  three  private  slaughterhouses  were  licenced  within  the  Urban  District. 

These  were  situated  at:- 

occupied  by  T.W.  Mays  & Sons,  Ltd. 

occupied  by  W.H.  Ewles  and  Sons. 

The  slaughterhouses  were  maintained  in  a satisfactory  state  and  complied  fully  with  the 
Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958. 

(i)  Eastgate  , Bourne . 

This  is  the  principle  slaughterhouse  in  Bourne  and  since  Messrs.  T.W.  Mays  and  Sons  acquired  it 
from  the  Council  in  1962,  they  have  carried  out  a series  of  improvements  and  extensions  which  have 
made  it  into  an  excellent  slaughterhouse  quite  satisfactory  to  cope  with  the  present  throughput  and 
capable  of  dealing  with  an  increased  number  of  carcases  as  the  occasion  arises.  The  most  important 
improvement  carried  out  in  1964  was  the  provision,  as  an  extension  of  the  cooling  room,  of  a large 
refrigerator  capable  of  taking  whole  sides  of  beef  and  containing  some  4,100  cu.ft.  of  hanging  space. 

Quite  apart  from  the  benefits  of  hygiene  derived  from  this  development,  an  additional  improvement  has 
been  the  more  balanced  pattern  of  slaughtering  which,  by  the  time  the  refrigerator  room  came  into  full 
use  early  in  1965,  allowed  the  weeks  kill  to  be  completed  by  Friday  evening  so  eliminating  week-end 
slaughtering  and  inspection.  I must  here  record  my  appreciation  of  Messrs.  T.W.  Mays  & Sons  help 
and  assistance  in  ensuring  that  no  week-end  and  very  little  overtime  work  is  now  necessary  for  your 
inspector  to  maintain  100%  meat  inspection  at  these  premises.  The  slaughterhouse,  now  is,  however., 
working  below  capacity  and  should  Messrs.  Mays  efforts  to  have  the  premises  classed  as  a dead  weight  grading 
centre  be  successful  the  throughput  could  increase  substantially. 

(ii)  Klondyke , West  Road , Bourne . 

This  slaughterhouse  continues  to  be  used  for  the  slaughter  of  a decreasing  number  of  horses 
(the  majority  of  which  are  exported  to  the  Continent)  and  casualty  stock  which,  in  many  instances,  is 
slaughtered  on  the  farm  as  a result  of  accident,  illness  or  injury  and  brought  to  the  slaughterhouse 
for  dressing  and,  if  possible,  salvaging  some  meat.  As  a result  of  this  some  68%  of  all  animals 
examined  were  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  premises  were  maintained  throughout  the 
year  in  a satisfactory  condition  and  minor  improvements,  mainly  of  repair,  carried  out. 

(iii) Rear  of  13.  North  Street.  Bourne. 

W.H.  Ewles  and  Sons  were  issued  with  a licence  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  but  the  slaughter- 
house closed  at  the  end  of  March,  the  site  having  been  sold  for  shop  development.  The  slaughterhouse 
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(a)  East gate.  Bourne 

(D)  West  Road,  Bourne 

(c)  Rear  of  13,  North  Street,  Bourne 
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and  all  other  buildings  were  demolished  later  in  the  year.  Messrs.  Ewles  slaughtering  has  been  transfered 
to  the  Eastgate  Slaughterhouse  occupied  by  T.W.  Mays  & Sons,  and,  in  consequence,  a considerable  amount  of 
inspection  time  has  been  saved.  Nevertheless,  some  regret  must  be  expressed  at  the  disappearance  of  a 
slaughterhouse  and  butchering  premises  which  were  structually  in  excellent  order  and  always  maintained 
in  a clean  and  hygienic  manner. 

(c)  Knacker’s  Yard. 

The  one  knackers  yard  within  the  district  was  again  licenced  for  the  slaughter  of  animals  not 
intended  for  human  consumption.  This  is  situated  at  The  Slipe  and  occupied  by  Messrs.  T.W.  Mays  and 
Sons.  The  adjacent  processing  plant  was  maintained  in  a satisfactory  manner  and  no  complaints  of  any 
nuisance  from  smell  were  received. 

(d)  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act.  1958. 

During  the  year  three  new  licences  were  issued  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  and  six  were  renewed. 


All  carcases  passed  as  fit  for  human  consumption  were  marked  in  accordance  with  the  Meat 
Inspection  Regulations,  1963  and  "the  charges  made  during  the  year  resulted  in  an  income  of 
£344.  9s.  9d.  for  the  Council  towards  the  cost  of  normal  and  relief  inspection. 


During  the  absence  of  your  Inspector  on  leave,  examination  was  carried  out  by  the  South  Eesteven 
Rural  District  Council  and  Spalding  Urban  District  Council  Inspectors  and  I am  most  grateful  to  them 
for  undertaking  these  duties  during  my  absence. 


Close  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  the  Veterinary  Officers  of  the  Animal  Health  Division  of 
the  Ministry  and  their  advice  and  assistance  very  much  appreciated. 

(e)  Food  Hygiene. 


There  are  a total  number  of  95  food  premises  where  food  is  either  manufactured  or  sold  in  the 

town. 


These  may  be  divided  as  follows: - 


Grocer  and  general  23 
Greengrocer  4 
Wet  Fish  1 
Butcher  8 
Fried  Fish  2 
Sweets  and  Confectionary  7 
Bakehouses  4 
Slaughterhouses  2 


Dairy  2 
Licenced  Premises  14 
Clubs  5 
Restaurants  and  Cafes  4 
School  Canteens  2 
Food  Preparing  4 
Warehouses  2 
Market  Stalls  10 


All  premises  were  inspected  at  regular  intervals  and  minor  contraventions  notified  at  the  time 
of  the  visit.  Only  one  written  representation  had  to  be  made  and  this  work  was  then  attended  to. 


Registered  premises  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  were:- 
Manufacture  of  Sausage  and  Preserved  Food. 


Sale  of  Ice-cream. 


No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district, 
cinema  and  several  mobile  vans  visit  the  town. 

(f)  Milk. 

Milk  is  distributed  within  the  Urban  District 
M.  Bradshaw,  Abbey  Road,  Bourne 

J.R.  Chapman,  Billingborough 

T.H.A.  Curtis,  West  Road,  Bourne 


Ice-cream  is  also  sold  at  two  cafes  and  the 


by:- 

- Own  herd’s  untreated  milk  farm  bottled 
and  Pinchbeck  Dairies  (Pasteurised) . 

- Own  herd's  untreated  milk  farm  bottled 
and  Pinchbeck  Dairies  (Pasteurised) . 

- Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies. 


Peterborough  and  District  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Moisey  Bros.,  Meadowgate,  Bourne 


Own  dairies. 

Pasteurised  milk  supplied  by 
Mr.  Bradshaw. 


Throughout  the  year  samples  of  milk  as  retailed  were  purchased  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  testing  for  cleanliness  of  production,  efficiency  of  pasteurisation  and  disease.  The 
following  table  shows  the  results  of  these  examinations :- 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DISIGNATION)  REGULATIONS , I960  - RESULT  OF  SAMPLES  EXAMINED 


TEST 


Number 

Submitted 


1.  Methylene  Blue  (Cleanliness)  I 7 

2.  Phosphatase  (Pasteurised 

milk)  | 3 

3.  Ring  Test  (Brucella)  § 

4.  Inoculation  (Tuberculosis)  8 

5.  Inoculation  (Brucella  Abortus);  8 

6.  Anti-biotic  Assay  4 


Satis- 

factory 


3 

4 


Unsatis- 

factory 


Negative 
Re  suit 


8 

8 


Positive 

Result 
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Samples  Submitted  by  the  Kesteven  County  Council: - 


PASTEURISED 

UNTREATED 

Submitted  Satisfactory 

Submitted  Satisfactory 

16  16 

24  14 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that  no  milk  proved  on  examination,  to  be  tuberculous  and  only 
one  specimen  did  not  satisfy  the  Ring  test  for  Brucellosis.  This  was  not,  however,  confirmed  as 
positive  by  Biological  examination  and  it  was  unnecessary,  therefore  to  institute  any  action  on 
this  adverse  report. 

(g)  Watercress  Beds. 

Two  of  the  four  watercress  beds  within  the  Urban  District  went  out  of  production  during  the 
course  of  the  year  and  the  Council  purchased  one  of  these  for  light  industrial  development.  The 
two  others  owned  by  the  South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  and  the  Hereward  Watercress  Co.  Ltd., 
repsectively , continued  production  and  were  maintained  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

(h)  Market  Stalls. 

Some  concern  was  expressed  during  the  year  at  the  possible  lack  of  hygiene  at  food  stalls.  No 
national  lead  was  forthcoming  as  to  a standard  of  hygiene  at  such  places  although  new  Regulations 
have  been  in  preparation  for  some  time.  It  will  be  seen  that  up  to  ten  stalls  handle  food,  four  of 
which  are  greengrocers.  Some  of  the  stalls  handling  more  perishable  foodstuffs  have  portable 
washing  facilities  but  the  time  must  soon  come  when,  if  the  open  air  sale  of  food  is  to  continue, 
more  suitable  sanitary  and  washing  facilities  must  be  provided. 

The  Council  did  help  in  this  matter  by  agreeing  to  the  installation  of  a washhand  basin  to  be 
provided  in  the  males  toilets  in  South  Street. 

PART  III  - ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH. 

(a)  Water  Supplies. 

The  greater  part  of  the  houses  in  the  district  are  provided  with  mains  water  supplied  by  the 
South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  who  regularly  take  samples  for  Bacteriological  examination. 

Some  more  isolated  properties  obtain  supplies  from  private  bores  or  wells  but  steady  progress 
is  being  made  to  provide  these  with  a mains  supply.  A notice  outstanding  from  1963  "to  provide  a 
piped  water  supply  within  a house  was  abated. 
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The  following  are  the  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  year:- 


•*> 


Address 

C.D.  Whatton's  Timber  Yard  South 
Road,  Bourne 

Queen’s  Road  School  Kitchen 

Cawthorpe  House,  Cawthorpe, 
nr.  Bourne 

9,  Cawthorpe,  nr.  Bourne 

Office  - T.W.  Mays  & Sons  Ltd.  , 

Knackers  Yard,  The  Slipe , Bourne 

Messrs,  Maj^s  Chemical  Manure  Co. 
Bourne 

T.W.  Mays  & Sons  Ltd.,  Eastgate 
Slaughterhouse , Bourne 

Primary  School,  Abbey  Road,  Bounce 

Queen’s  Road  School  Kitchen,  Bourne 

2,  Be dehouse  Bank,  Bourne 


Source 

Result 

Tap 

Satisfactory 

Tap 

Satisfactory 

Tap 

Satisfactory 

Tap 

Satisfactory 

Tap 

Satisfactory 

Bore 

Satisfactory 

Tap 

Unsatisfactory 

Tap 

Satisfactory 

Tap 

Satisfactory 

Tap 

Satisfactory 

T.W.  Mays  & Sons,  Eastgate 

Slaughterhouse , Bourne  Tap  Unsatisfactory 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above,  that  only  two  samples  were  reported  as  unsatisfactory 
both  from  the  bore  at  the  Eastgate  slaughterhouse.  In  consequence  of  this,  the  occupiers 
provided  a piped  supply  of  water  from  the  mains  and  the  water  from  the  bore  is  now  only 
used  for  s willing-down  purposes. 
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(b)  Swimming  Bath. 


There  is  one  swimming  bath  in  the  town  provided  by  the  Bourne  United  Charities.  It  is  supplie 
with  water  from  a bore  and  kept  purified  by  a filtration  and  chlorination  plant.  A reasonably  good 
summer  ensured  that  the  bath  was  quite  well  attended  and,  in  addition  to  the  general  public,  school 
children  attended  in  organised  parties  for  swimming  instruction. 

A weekly  sample  of  the  water  in  the  bath  and  adjacent  paddling  pool  was  submitted  to  the  Publi 
Health  Laboratory  and  in  all  a total  of  30  samples  were  examined.  On  two  occasions  it  was  necessar, 
to  close  and  cleanse  the  bath  owing  to  the  presence  of  Coliform  Bacillus  - the  first  occasion  being 
early  in  the  season  due  to  a breakdown  of  the  chlorination  plant.  Twenty-two  samples  were,  however 
reported  on  as  satisfactory  and  only  six  samples  had  a high  plate  count. 

It  would  appear  that  a great  deal  of  contamination  was  due  to  the  fact  that  only  a limited  are 
round  the  pool  is  concreted  and  a scheme  of  improvement  prepared  for  the  Trustees  during  the  summer 
will  allow  for  a much  larger  paved  area  together  with  improved  changing  facilities.  This,  together 
with  improvements  to  the  filtration  and  chlorination  plant  should  show  a completely  satisfactory 
state  of  affairs  when  completed. 

Nevertheless,  the  bacterial  condition  of  the  water,  except  for  the  two  occasions  mentioned, 
showed  an  improvement  on  the  1963  reports  when  of  38  samples  examined  27  samples  showed  an 
unsatisfactory  Plate  Count  per  100  ml.  in  excess  of  30. 

Public  Health  Laboratory. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  maintain  an  area  laboratory  at  the  Peterborough  and  Distr 
Memorial  Hospital  and  I must  express  my  thanks  to  the  Director,  Dr.  Glencross  and  his  staff  for  the 
excellence  of  the  laboratory  facilities  available  and  for  the  ever-ready  help. 

(c)  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  main  improvement  effected  during  the  year  was  the  completion  of  the  Willoughby  Road/Wilson 
Drove  sewer.  This  allowed  for  the  connection  of  the  South  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council  sewer  fn 
the  Thurlby  area  in  accordance  with  the  agreement  This  came  into  operation  in  October.  In  additi 
it  was  possible  for  water  carriage  sanitation  to  be  provided  to  three  houses  in  Willoughby  Road  anc 
arrangements  made  for  the  sewering  from  two  septic  tanks. 

No  major  alterations  were  carried  out  at  the  sewage  disposal  works  - the  main  problem  being  tl: 
disposal  of  sludge.  By  the  year's  end  a scheme  was  in  preparation  by  the  Council's  Consulting 
Engineers  to  extend  the  sewage  works  to  allow  for  increased  flow  from  the  rural  area,  rapidly 
advancing  development  within  the  town  and  the  acceptance  of  trade  effluent  from  Messrs.  T.W.  Mays 
and  Sons  skin -yard. 

(d)  Public  Cleansing. 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  using  a side  loading  vehicle  with  a driver  and 
four  or  five  loaders.  Refuse  Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  dis-used  railway  cutting  in 
West  Road.  Collection  has,  at  times,  to  be  augmented  by  the  additional  use  of  the  lorry  if 

collections  are  delayed. 
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During  the  year  it  became  obvious  that  in  view  of  the  age  of  the  present  freighter  coupled  with 
the  continuing  increase  in  the  number  of  houses,  consideration  would  have  to  be  given  to  the  purchase 
of  a new  vehicle.  In  order  not  only  to  cope  with  the  present  collections  but  to  allow  for  a further 
increase  in  houses  and  shops  over  the  next  few  years,  the  Council,  after  examining  various  vehicles 
and  seeing  them  on  demonstration,  decided  to  purchase  a 20  c.  yard  rear  loading  compression  type 
vehicle.  This  would  make  it  possible  to  load  up  to  well  over  200  bins  before  journeying  to  tip  and 
would  save  an  appreciable  amount  of  time  in  addition  to  being  far  cleaner  and  pleasenter  in  use. 

Delivery  was  promised  for  mid  1965. 

The  tipping  life  of  the  first  section  of  railway  cutting  was  seen  during  the  year  to  be  decreasing 
and  negotiations  were  successful  with  the  owners  to  lease  a further  section  of  cutting  up  to  the  Urban 
District  boundary.  This  will  give  tipping  space  for  a good  number  of  years.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
we  are  fortunate  in  being  able  to  obtain  this  as  many  authorities  are  now  having  to  install  expensive 
equipment  to  destroy  or  burn  refuse.  The  annual  cost  of  tipping  is  only  in  the  region  of  some  £500. 

Although  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  again  increased  the  total  cost  when  shared  among 
the  houses  in  the  district  works  out  at  a little  under  £3  per  house  per  annuo.  Surely  ]/-  per  week 
per  house  is  little  enough  in  these  days  of  inflation  to  pay  for  the  removal  of  the  waste  products  of 
domestic  life. 

A start  was  made  on  the  collection  of  waste  paper  and  cardboard  and  approximately  seven  tons  valued 
at  £4-0  sent  to  the  mill  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  hoped  that  with  the  increased  facilities 
available  with  two  freighters  this  will  be  increased. 

During  the  year  the  Highways  Committee  appointed  an  additional  road  sweeper  so  that  sweeping  for 
our  own  district  roads  and  the  sections  of  the  main  roads  swept  for  the  County  Council  could  be 
cleansed  to  a regular  schedule.  This  has  resulted  in  an  improvement  in  the  general  appearance  and 
tidiness  of  the  streets.  The  Committee  considered  the  purchase  of  a mechanical  sweeper  but  felt 
that  for  the  present  the  two  manual  sweepers  were  satisfactory. 

(e)  General  Sanitation. 

Eighty-seven  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  and  all  were  remedied  or  abated  by  the 
year’s  end. 

Two  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  provide  W.C.’s  in  lieu  of  privies  were  served 
and  the  work  completed  during  the  year.  A notice  under  Section  27,  Public  Health  Act,  1961  to  put 
in  order  or  demolish  a derelict  house  in  North  Street  was  abated  by  the  owner  electing  to  demolish 
the  property  in  question. 

The  improvements  to  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  the  County  Primary  School  in  Abbey  Road  were 
completed  and  were  a distinct  improvement  in  so  far  as  these  obsolete  toilets  can  be  improved  and  a 
scheme  for  the  partial  modernisation  and  decoration  of  the  Central  Meals  Kitchen,  Queen’s  Road 
completed. 

No  tomplaints  were  received  from  the  Cattle  Market  and  a urinal  provided  by  the  occupiers  came 
into  use  and  remedied  to  some  extent,  a long  standing  complaint. 

Several  complaints  we  re  received  through  the  year  and  particularly  during  the  warmer  months 
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about  the  condition  of  watercourses.  This  problem  is  becoming  aggravated  by  the  diminishing  of  the 
natural  sources  of  supply  which  for  many  years  have  flushed  through  and  to  a great  extent  cleansed 
the  beds  of  these.  The  St.  Peter’s  Pool  supply  again  disappeared  with  the  result  that  no  water 
from  this  source  was  running  for  several  months.  Fortunately,  the  Bourne  United  Charities  had 
completed  the  piping  of  the  first  section  of  the  stream  and  there  was  little  pollution  gaining  access 
at  source.  The  Council  agreed  to  consider  continuing  the  piping  at  the  rear  of  their  properties  in 
St.  Peter’s  Road  and  all  owners  in  West  Street  were  asked  if  they  would  do  the  same.  Although  several 
agreed  in  principle  it  was  not  possible  to  get  any  united  action  which  is  probably  the  only  satisfactory 
way  of  tackling  this  particular  problem.  In  order  to  help  in  the  general  appearance  of  the  town,  the 
Council  agreed  to  cleanse  the  continuation  of  this  watercourse  in  South  Street,  fronting  the  Memorial 
Gardens,  on  a re-chargeable  basis.  The  Harrington  Street  watercourse  also  lost  some  supply  water  with 
the  closing  down  of  the  watercress  beds  and  this  was  cleansed,  together  with  other  watercourses,  for 
which  the  Council  have  direct  responsibility. 

With  the  possibility  of  this  process  of  water  diminution  continuing  and  possibly  failing 
completely,  an  attractive  feature  of  the  town  will  be  lost.  As  what  were  pleasant,  clear  streams 
become  choked,  polluted  and  filled  with  litter  the  possibility  of  piping  and  filling  to  provide  ind 
in  the  town  centre  for  much  needed  car  parking  must  be  given  serious  consideration. 

(f)  Pest  Control. 

The  administration  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  is  carried  out  with  the 
assistance  of  Mr.  C.  Roffe,  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator.  In  addition  to  rodent  control  work,  general 
disinfestation  is  undertaken  and  includes  treatment  for  ants  and  destruction  of  wasps  nests. 

No  serious  infestation  was  encountered  in  the  central  part  of  the  district  and  all  complaints 
were  attended  to  with  little  delay.  Regular  inspections  were  made  of  the  agricultural  properties 
and  more  occupiers  took  advantage  of  the  operator’s  services  to  treat  their  land,  dykes  and  stacks 
the  cost  being  re-charged  by  the  Council.  '•Free”  treatment  is  given  to  domestic  properties.  In 
addition  visits  were  paid  to  threshing  operations  and  inspections  made  to  see  that  adequate  netting 
was  provided  to  entrap  escaping  vermin  so  that  it  could  be  destroyed.  The  Council  continued  its 
service  of  supplying  concentrate  Warfarin  to  farmers  who  preferred  to  undertake  their  own  treatment 
and  an  increase  of  such  supplies  was  recorded  over  the  previous  year. 

Two  meetings  were  held  in  the  Spring  and  Autumn  of  the  Kesteven  and  Lindsey  Workable  Area 
(Rodent  Control)  Committee  at  Lincoln. 

Quarterly  inspections  of  the  town’s  sewers  were  made  but  only  isolated  manholes  showed  any 
evidence  of  infestation. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  main  work  undertaken  and  premises  inspected 
during  1964:- 


TYPE  OP  PROPERTY 

(i) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses  inc. 
Cnl.  Houses 

(3) 

All  other 
(inc.  Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  1, 
2.  & 3. 

(5) 

Agricultural 

Ho.  of  properties  in 

Local  Authority's  District 

19 

1,836 

239 

2,144 

78 

Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  on  complaint 

- 

13 

5 

18 

- 

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by:- 
Common  Hat 

8 

4 

12 

House  Mouse 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  in  the  course  of 
Survey  under  the  Act 

5 

127 

51 

183 

232 

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by:- 
Common  Rat 

5 

97 

22 

124 

218 

House  Mouse 

- 

4 

3 

7 

! 

Total  number  of  properties 
otherwise  inspected,  (when 
visited  primarily  for  some 
other  purpose) 

. 

. 

No.  of . infested  properties 
(in  Sect.  1,  3,  4)  treated 
by  L.A. 

5 

101 

24 

130 

162 

I would  again  like  to  thank  the  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  Pest  Control  staff 
for  their  help  which  is  always  readily  available. 

(g)  Clean  Air  Act . 1956 

The  district  continues  to  enjoy  a clean  and  smoke— free  atmosphere.  During  the  year  visits 


were  paid  to  the  few  industrial  plants  situated  in  the  town  and  only  one  complaint  was  received 
of  smoke  nuisance.  This  was  taken  up  with  the  owners  of  the  plant  in  question  and  a change  was 
made  to  coke  as  fuel  which  resulted  in  an  abatement  of  the  nuisance. 

No  domestic  smoke  control  programme  was  considered  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  private 
use  of  the  smokeless  fuels,  in  particular  gas  and  electricity,  continued  to  grow.  Your  Council, 
in  considering  heating  for  its  old  peoples  flatlets  at  Worth  Court,  Eastgate,  chose  to  retain  solid 
fuel  for  the  central  heating  and  hot  water  supply  with  the  individual  flatlets  heated  by  electricity. 

(h)  Factories  Act,  1961. 

The  table  gives  details  of  inspections  and  contraventions  found.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
Councils  work  in  this  respect  is  now  limited  mainly  to  ensuring  that  factories  have  adequate 
sanitary  accommodation.  In  addition  to  factories,  building  sites  were  visited  and  the  inadequate 
sanitary  arrangements  made  by  one  Contractor  notified. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Number  of 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sect.  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  L.A.’s. 

9 

1 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sect.  7 is  enforced  by  the  L.A. 

48 

17 

2 

- 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sect.  7 
is  enforced  by  the  L.A. 's  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

9 

12 

- 

- 

Total 

66 

30 

2 

- 

18 


2,  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


No  outworkers  were  registered  as  employed  in  the  district. 

(i)  Offices , Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act , 19&3 . 

This  Act  which  makes  provisions  for  the  safety,  health  and  welfare  of  persons  employed  in 
offices,  shops  and  railway  premises,  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  May,  19&+. 

The  Notification  of  Employment  of  Persons  Order,  19&f,  prescribed  a period  of  3 months  beginning 
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with  the  1st  May,  1964  as  "the  period  when  notice  had  to  be  given  to  the  appropriate  authority  by 
employers  of  persons  working  in  shop,  office  and  railway  premises.  During  this  period  99  such 
notices  were  received.  A duplicate  notice  was  sent  to  the  Fire  Authority. 

The  Bourne  Urban  District  Council  appointed  myself  as  an  inspector  under  the  Act  and  the 
survey  of  premises  notified  commenced.  In  the  first  instance,  premises  which  had  not  before  been 
subject  to  such  a degree  of  control  were  visited  and  the  owner  or  occupier  notified  of  defects 
which  should  be  remedied. 

The  accompanying  schedule  gives  details  of  the  premises  notified  together  with  the  number  of 
persons  employed  and  the  number  of  inspections  made.  It  will  be  seen  that  a total  of  99  premises 
were  registered  during  the  year  and  that  359  persons  were  employed  within  them.  By  the  end  of  the 
year  57  of  these  99  premises  had  received  an  intial  inspection  under  the  Act  and  notification  had 


been  given  of  86  defects  found. 

These  defects  were:- 

1.  Inadequate  floor  space  1 

2.  Inadequate  heating  3 

3.  No  thermometer  provided  11 

4.  Inadequate  light  3 

5.  No  suitable  seats  1 

6.  Drinking  water  not  accessible  1 

7.  Inadequate  washing  facilities  5 

8.  No  constant  running  hot  water  to  basins  14 

9.  Inadequate  or  unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation  11 

10.  General  cleanliness  unsatisfactory  1 

11.  Inadequate  provision  for  outdoor  clothing  5 

12.  Lack  of  handrail  to  stairs  2 

13.  Dangerous  or  defective  floors  and  stairs  4 

14.  Inadequate  First  Aid  equipment  24 


Although  some  of  the  above  mentioned  defects  would  not  be  contraventions  until  the  coming, 
into  operation  of  Orders  under  the  Act,  (e.g.  washing  facilities,  hot  water. etc.)  the  opportunity 
was  taken  of  informing  the  person  responsible  of  the  defect  so  that  ample  time  would  be  available 
to  effect  a remedy. 

No  notifications  of  accidents  were  received  and  no  statutory  action  taken  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Act. 
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TOTALS 

99 

99 

57 

TABLE 

Offices 

32 

32 

14 

A 

Retail  Shops 

61 

61 

39 

REGISTRATIONS 
AND  GENERAL 
INSPECTIONS 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

Catering  Establishments  Open  to 

2 

2 

1 

the  Public,  Canteens 

3 

3 

3 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

1 

- 

a) 

(2) 

Wo.  of 

(3) 

Total  No. 

(4) 

No.  of  Registered 

Class  of  Premises 

Premises 
Registered 
during  the 

year 

of  Registered 
Premises  at 
end  of  year 

Premises  receiving 
a general  inspect- 
ion during  the  year 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspector  to  Registered  Premises  - 63 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

TABLE 

(1) 

(2) 

C 

Offices 

121 

ANALYSIS  OF 

Retail  Shops 

198 

PERSONS 

24 

EMPLOYED  IN 

’Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses 

REGISTERED 

Catering  Establishments  Open  to  the  Public 

13 

PREMISES  BY 

Canteens 

WORKPLACE 

*• 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

3 

Total 

359 

Total  Males 

163 

Total  Females 

196 

21 


TABLE  D 


EXEMPTIONS. 


Part 

I 

- Space  (Section  5 (2)) 

- 

Nil 

Part 

II 

- Temperature  (Section  6) 

- 

Nil 

Part 

III 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (Section  9) 

- 

Nil 

Part 

IV 

Washing  Facilities  (Section  10) 

- 

Nil 

TABLE  E 

PROSECUTIONS 

- NIL 

TABLE  F - 

INSPECTORS 

Number  of  inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52  (l)  or  (5)  of  the  Act  - One 


Number  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of  their  time  on  work  in 

connection  with  the  Act  - Nil 

(j)  Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare)  Act , 1956. 

Inspections  made  23 

Unsatisfactory  Sanitary  Accommodation  found 

Unsatisfactory  Sanitary  Accommodation  Remedied 

Number  of  Premises  subject  to  Act  6l 

PART  IV  - MISCELLANEOUS. 

(a)  Petroleum  (Regulations)  Acts.  1928  - 36. 

Thirty  premises  were  licenced  during  the  year  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit.  The 
quantity  of  petroleum  spirit  stored  amounts  to  27,650  gallons  and  the  licence  fees  amounted  to 
£20.  10s.  -d.  A total  of  forty-nine  visits  were  made  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  storage 

requirements.  One  new  application  was  received  to  store  petroleum  spirit  and  the  tanks,  pumps 
etc.,  were  installed  and  tested  before  use. 

(b)  Pet  Animals  Act.  1951. 

One  licence  was  renewed  for  the  keeping  of  a pet  shop  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Act. 
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CONCLUSION. 


In  looking  back  on  what  I have  written  on  the  many  and  varied  duties  undertaken  by  your 
combined  Surveyor's  and  Public  Health  Inspector's  Department,  I must  record  my  sincere  appreciation 
and  thanks  to  my  staff.  A great  deal  of  additional  ?rork  has  fallen  during  the  year,  onto  Mr.  B. 
Pashley,  particularly  with  the  increase  in  housing  and  general  development  in  the  town.  His  work 
on  the  building  and  fitting  out  of  the  Worth  Court  Flatlets,  the  general  supervision  of  the  building 
maintenance  and  improvement  programme  and  a great  deal  of  routine  office  work  has  been  well  and 
enthusiastically  done.  Mrs.  J.  Orford  has  dealt  competently  with  the  general  Surveyor's  work  and 
stores  records  and  is  an  excellent  'Planning'  assistant  and  Mrs.  J.  Peters  has  continued  her 
organisation  of  the  Health  side  in  the  efficient  manner  to  which  we  have  become  accustomed  over 
the  past  years.  One  might  say  "If  one  requires  a monument  to  her  work,  look  at  this  report"  which 
is,  of  course,  produced  and  printed  by  her.  The  organisation  of  the  yard  and  v/orkmen  is  in  the 
capable  hands  of  Mr.  J.  Bloodworth  to  whom  I am  indebted  for  keeping  the  wheels  turning  smoothly 
and  ensuring  that  the  work  progresses  in  a satisfactory  and  efficient  manner. 

May  I also  express  my  thanks  for  the  support  of  your  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  H.  Ellis  Smith  and 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  Mr.  F.  Mason  and  his  staff. 

Finally,  I would  like  to  thank  all  the  Chairmen  of  the  Committees  for  their  help  and  assistance 
in  the  various  duties  of  the  Department  and  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Council  for  the  support 
and  consideration  shown  to  me  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Tipler  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  respectfully, 

N.  BUCKLE, 

Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Surveyor. 
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